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PREFACE 


A couple of years ago, I received a call from Thelma Hansford, telling me to come by her house, that she 
had something for me. When I got there, I found out that what she had was a gift to anybody who had 
historical or genealogical ties to the Dare area of York County. 

She presented me with an envelope containing over seventy hand written pages of genealogical 
information of the families of Dare. When 1 started looking through the pages, I was truly amazed. She 
had chapters on almost every family that had lived in Dare since the area was first settled. 

She did not have chapters on the Green and Wainwright families. Being the retired teacher, she told me 
that 1 would have to contribute the chapters on those families. 

Mrs. Hansford knew that I was a Dare native and had a high interest in the history and genealogy of our 
community. She also knew that I wanted to put together a genealogical study of the families of Dare. She 
did the job for me. I am deeply appreciative of her effort. 

Mrs. Thelma Hansford has just celebrated her 95 lh birthday. She is a native of Seaford, Virginia and spent 
nearly her entire life in that community. She graduated from Morrison High School and attended the 
College of William and Mary. She taught school in Seaford until she married. At that time during the 
1930’s married women did not teach. When World War II came, she began doing war related work for the 
Red Cross. When the war ended, attitudes had changed and she resumed her teaching career. She received 
her Master’s Degree from William & Mary. She taught in high schools in Hampton, Poquoson and York 
County. In the 1950’s she began to assist her mother, Elizabeth Hogg Ironmonger in her genealogical 
research. Mrs. Hansford edited her mother's book on the James family. It was about this time that she 
began her own genealogical and historical research. She began going over York County court records and 
put together a card file that is essentially an abstract of these records. This file is a great asset to 
genealogists because she indexed by individual names. 

Thelma Hansford has published several books on York County history and genealogy. She has written 
many unpublished books on several York County families. Last Spring, she donated this material and the 
records file to the York County Historical Society. The Society will soon have this material available for 
public use. 

Mrs. Hansford also gave permission for the Society to publish the Dare families’ manuscript with the 
proceeds going to the York County Historical Society and the York County Historical Museum. 

This book is an asset to anybody who has an interest in Dare history and genealogy. She not only has 
genealogical material, but also some history and personal memories of life in old Fish Neck. 

I am sure that this book would be of interest to anybody who has Dare ancestry or is just interested in the 
history, genealogy and culture of the Fish Neck area. 

I would like to thank Delma Bristow and Pat Sparrer for their help in organizing this projept. Thanks 
again to Thelma Hansford for kindness and support towards me and the York County Historical Society 
and her gift to the people of Dare. 

Frank Green, President 
York County Historical Society 
Poquoson, VA 
January 2005 
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“Written by Frank Green 


In the middle section of York County there are three small Peninsulas locally known as 
Goodwin’s Neck or Dandy; Crab Neck or Seaford; Fish Neck or Dare. 

While agriculture was the economy, the natives used the waterways for there was a 
market for the various sea creatures. Also the waterways offered a route for 
transportation. 

The Jordon family members were more or less concentrated in Isle-of-Wight and Surry 
Counties. However, Court records show that persons with that name were present or 
residing in other Tidewater Counties. 

Over on the Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake Bay, in Accomack County “ Willablv 
Jordon ” was one of the witnesses to the will of Jacob Taylor. The document was written 
13 November 1797 and was probated 20 October 1798. ( Accomack Co.. Va. Wills, etc. 
1798-1800 db, 221 

On March 15, 1806, Willoughby Jordon with wife Elizabeth leased land from Edmund 
Curtis “during the said term of the natural life of the said Willoughby Jordon and the life 

or second marriage of his wife Elizabeth -without any molestation; plantation called 

“Cotton Patch” on Chisman’s Creek—-Jordon is to build a dwelling house on said 

premises-—from 24th July next.with the lull and term of his natural life and his wife 

Elizabeth —-or a second marriage, paying said Curtis yearly rent or sum of 50 (?) on the 

first of January 1808 provided always Willoughby Jordon, his wife Elizabeth, etc.-” 

(York Co.. Va. Deed Bk 7 PP500-501 July 21.18061 

The record does not indicate any relationship of Willoughby Jordon and Edmund Curtis. 
However, Jordon did marry secondly a daughter of Edmund Curtis. 

At the same time that Jordan leased the plantation called “Cotton Patch” (located on 
Chisman’s Creek) he purchased another tract in the Fish Neck/Dare area. The indenture 
indicates that it was between Samual Saunders of the borough of Norfolk and 

Willoughby Jordon of York County-for and in consideration-$65.00— 

bargained, sold——lot of land in Charles Parish which said lot of land was devised to 
Mary Smith Walters by the last will and testament of her husband Richard C. Walters, 

late of York County, deceased-—from her to Samuel Saunders containing 30 acres- 

beginning at a comer stake standing two poles in a pond and running thence with Tabbs 
line by marked trees due east 49 perches to another comer stake between this line, Tabbs 
land , and Dr. Chisman’s land; thence with Chisman’s land south 30 degrees east two 

poles-south side of the road leading to Bennett Cooke’s.south to a red oak standing 

on Howard’s line .. 

Witnesses: John T. Burt Recorded Feb. 27, 1806 full payment. 

Corbin Griffin John Holdery 

♦♦Definition of perches: 5 14 yards or 16 14 feet = 1 rod or pole or perch 
30 14 square yards = 1 sq. pole or 1 sq.perch 
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Earlier in the month, on February 5, 1807—Willoughby Jordon bought another tract of 
land in the same area and that deed reads as follows: 

“Deed between John Gayle and Anna his wife and Willoughby Jordon—50 pounds 
received from Jordon to Gayle—-the land beginning at the land of Robert Tabb and 
Thomas Minson . deceased containing 42 Zi acres. (York Deed Bk 7. 1790-1809 (This 
was witnessed by Dudley Wright Pg. 512) and Elizabeth Howard. It was known as his 
“Tabbs” tract.) 

Evidently, Willoughby Jordon was a speculator in land as well as having his “Cotton 
Patch” plantation. On April 5, 1807, Caleb Smith and Sarah his wife of Yorktown sold to 
Willoughby Jordon a house and lot in Yorktown for fifty pounds. 

Witnesses were: John A. Rogers ( York Deed Bk #7. page 520) 

Benjamin Stroud 
Henry John 

There was a relationship between the men involved in the land at the head of Chisman’s 
Creek. Willoughby Jordon’s second wife, Ann, and the wife of Thomas Minson were 
cousins. Each had a father named Edmund Curtis. Henry Curtis had “laid out or 
surveyed the tract that Gayle sold. Incidently, after Robert Howard died, his widow 
Elizabeth Curtis Howard married the Reverend John Gayle, then a widower. (She never 
had any children.) 

The will of Willoughby Jordon was probated, May 18,1829. He left his plantation called 
“Tabbs”, where they resided, to his wife during her lifetime. Afterwards, his lands would 
be divided between his two daughters, Nancy Belvin and Polly Green. 

He mentioned his son William Parker Jordon who had been “gone for eight years and 
was presumed dead” ( York Co.. Va. Will Book 11 p. 255) 

The middle name “Parker” may be a clue to the maiden name of his first wife Elizabeth. 
Accomack County Court Records show that Willoughby Jordan really was present in 
Accomack as a witness to a will, November 1797. The Parker family was/is a well 
established family in Accomack County. 

Ann Curtis Jordon left a will dated October 4, 1843. She left to her sister, Elizabeth 
Charles, a Negro girl named Fanny. She mentioned her brother, John Curtis and a 
nephew, Miles Curtis. She held a life rite in “Tabbs”. 

However, Willoughby Jordon had other lands, which were due his children. 

Located among the “loose papers” from York County, now in the archives at the Virginia 
State Library, this document was found, “Willoughby Jordon, deceased: Robert Sheild 
gave bond to settle the estate May 18,1829. Memorandum included property belonging 
to W. Jordon estate: Old woman Phillis; old man Cato; Old Winney; Old Betsy; Milly, 
young Phillis; Rachael; Laney and boy Jim; Laney claimed by M. Belvin; horses 6; cattle 

“say 20 to 30 of every description”; household and kitchen furniture, etc- (in pencil 

$1690.00) Box 9. 

A court transaction dated April 18, 1831, shows that “upon the motion of James Belvin 
and Ann, his wife , a committee was named by the Court to “divide the lands called 
“Bowlers” and “Minsons” and the piece adjoining Minson of which Willoughby Jordon 


died, siezed, and possessed into two parts and allot the applicant one moiety of said tract 
and to John T. Hall and Mary, his wife, the other moiety” (**definition of moiety—one 
of two equal parts; a half) 

Both of Willoughby Jordan’s daughters had two marriages. 

Ann (Nancy) Jordon married first William Patrick, 7 November 1817 and John R. West 
and James Newman were bondsmen. (York Co., Va. marriages also Marriages of York 
County by Vincent Watkins, p. 46) 

She married secondly, James Belvin, a son of Robert and Martha Garrow Belvin, who 
lived a short distance “down the creek” on north side of Chisman’s Creek in present day 
Cheadle Heights in Seaford. 

Ann/Nancy Jordon Patrick Belvin had died before July 17, 1848, learned when James 
“gave bond for administrating estate of William R. Jordon, July 17, 1848 (loose papers 
in Archives, Va. State Library) 

“Polly Green” named, as a daughter of Willoughby Jordon in his will was actually Mary , 
who married Mr. Green. (There is no marriage record in York.) However, as “Polly 
Green” she married secondly, John T. Hall, 22 December 1828 and Rev. Peter Ainslie 
was the officiating minister. Descendants live in the Dare area even today. **(I recently 
attended a Historical Society meeting where Grayson Fox spoke-—Mr. Ainslie was the 
minister at Grafton Christian Church) 

Relative to “Bowlers” and Minsons’, my father John Wesley Ironmonger, lived his entire 
life in Seaford (Crab Neck) and died at age 91 years. He retained a sharp memory. His 
grandfather, Captain Samuel D. Ironmonger owned two plantations and had slaves. 

When the Civil War ended in 1865, Captain Ironmonger (and others) attempted to 
relocate the freed Africans and Papa said, “a white man named Minson gave the land and 
former slave owners provided cheap lumber, the first usable strips from the logs. Crude 
homes much like farmyard buildings were constructed for these black people. ** (The 
outside pieces of lumber were called slabs-—it had bark on it-—the people in Uniontown 
or Slabtown used this to build their houses) 

Among the Ironmonger “field-hands” was the Lewis Randall family. A road was cut into 
Minson-Jordan land and the village of black resident families lived in “ Lewisville ”. 
Randall, Camm, Lawson, Chisman, Brooks, Wright, Lester and others lived in that 
community until very recent years. After integration in the public schools became a 
reality, one day, two women from Lewisville—descendants of Lewis Randall—trying to 
learn more about their ancestry—visited my father. They knew about the Ironmonger 
connection. (My own father built a four-room cottage for one of the women up there in 
Lewisville—now gone. j 

Employment was available for laborers on the farms or else on boats of all kinds. Then 
as the economy changed, employment opportunities became available in the cities. 
Younger family members went to Hampton, Newport News, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
New York. 


2 


3 






Today the road into the area is “Lewis Drive” and the large Somerville development has 
expanded into what had been “Lewisville”, formerly as part of the Minson/Jordon 
woodlands 

The settlement of Willoughby Jordons’ estate showed that he had “20 to 30 cattle of all 
kinds”. Bowler’s Swamp served him well for at the time the County had what was then 
known as a “Fence Law”. That meant that homes and residential areas were enclosed 
with wooden rails or wire fencing. The farm animals roamed the roads and open lands 
including the wooded area and marshes. Bowler’s Swamp was a haven for livestock. 
Likewise, firewood, straw, and fencing came from the massive acres of hard and soft 
wood trees. (Today Seaford Elementary School sets in Bowler’s Swamp and the Amoco 
Oil Refinery owns most of the remainder of it) 

Thelma Hansford 

June 7, 2002 


Thomas (5) Hansford (Thomas, <4) , Thomas (3) , Thomas* 2) , John (1) ) who was bom up the 
County in York-Hampton Parish, married Hannah Howard, widow of Henry Howard and 
they made their home “down the County” in Charles Parish. They had a son Thomas (6) 
Hansford, Jr. 

Following Hannah’s death, he married secondly Elizabeth Presson Lilbourne (widow) 
September 18,1784, but he lived only a year afterwards. His death October 15, 1785, is 
recorded in the Charles Parish Register . 

This Thomas (6) Hansford, sole heir of Thomas (5) Hansford, married Martha Hopkins. 
They rented a farm on Renn’s Road in Poquoson but May 13, 1796, he purchased a forty 
acre farm from Robert Tompkins and wife Anne Tompkins, “lying in York-Hampton 
Parish bounded on the north and west by representatives of William Stevenson deceased, 
of Harwood Burt, and the representatives of Benjamin Lester, deceased, on the east side 
of Crab Neck Road, generally called Stevenson’s Road and on the south by another 
branch of the said Crab Neck Road being a part of a tract which formerly belonged to 
Anne Tompkins, conveyed by her to Mathew Wade of James City County and by Wade 
to Robert Tompkins. (York Co. Deed Book #7, pp 192-1931 

This Thomas (6) Hansford had died by 1806 and York County Tax books for 1806-1807 
show his estate on the north bounded by Caleb Fisher, on the west by the estate of 
Harwood Burt and Edward Wright, on the south by Fisher and on the east likewise by 
Fisher. 

This Thomas 16 ' Hansford had these children: 

1. Lewis* 7 ' Hansford; 2. Thomas* 7 ' Hansford; 3. Elizabeth* 7 '; and 
4. Hannah* 7 ' Hansford. 

Of these children Lewis* 7 ' Hansford made a good marriage for his wife was Ann (Nancy) 
Jordan the daughter of another Willoughby Jordon. (The relationship of him and the 
other Willoughby Jordon has not been determined; “Willoughby” was a widely used 
given name in the Jordon family.) 



This Willoughby Jordon was bom ca 1770-1772; he married Mary Hogg, daughter of 
Richard Hogg, Jr. and Frances his wife who moved from Gloucester County after the 
Revolution and purchased the Wormley’s Creek Plantation. It extended to Harris Grove 
and included the whole of Homsbyville, reaching south to Cooper’s Comer where Wolf 
Trap Road and Goodwin Neck Roads now converge. 

The Jordon’s had only one child. Here is his will in abstract form: 

“I, Williby Jordon” of York County, York-Hampton Parish—sick in body—perfect sense 
and memory, ordain my will——in following manner: 

I give to my wife. Mary Jordon during her natural life or widowhood, all my estate 
both real and personal—then to my daughter Ann Jordon-—she and her heirs forever. 

In case my daughter should died before lawful age, my will is that half of my estate be 
given to my brother . Traverse Jordon and half to my wife’s brothers and sisters. Wife 
Mary Jordon sole executor-executrix. 

January 20, 1796. This was probated October 17,1796. 

When Mary Hogg Jordon had this will proved Thomas Jordon was her security. (No 
relationship stated.) 

Mary Hogg Jordon died before 1800. Her brother became guardian of the child Ann 
(Nancy) Jordon. Nothing is stated in Court records about land, which she might own, but 
by the time that she wed, interest on her holdings amounted to more than f50. (See Hogg 
Family of Gloucester and York Counties by Elizabeth Hogg Ironmonger) 

Lewis* 7 ' Hansford (son of Thomas* 6 ’) married Ann Jordon, daughter of the other 
Willouby Jordon. Their home site and farm was also located on Crab Neck Road farther 
to the east of his father’s farm. There is a path that once was a narrow road just east of 
Seaford Elementary School named “Walk In”. At one time it led to a one-room public 
school where the Lewisville children attended. The northern and eastern lines extended 
to a stream that separated it from “Minson’s” and emptied in the Creek that separate 
Robanna Shores from Cheadle Heights. The Crab Neck Road ran across the front of the 
farm and home site. Today, Seaford Baptist Church is situated on much of that Hansford 
farm. 

Children bom to this family were: 

1. Lewis* 8 ’ Hansford, Jr. 7. Elizabeth Hansford 

2. Mary* 8 ' Hansford 8. Eliza Hansford by a second wife 

3. Thomas* 8 ' Hansford 

4. Martha* 8 ’ Hansford 

5. Richard* 8 ' Hansford 

6. Sarah* 8 ’ Hansford 

Of the Hansford Children: (1) Lewis 18 ’ Hansford, Jr. married Elizabeth Ann Mason and 
they had six children. ( See Hansford and Kinsmen by Thelma Hansford") This Lewis 
Hansford served in the Civil War. He was discharged but died before reaching home. 
Many Hansford’s in York County today are his descendants. 

(2) Mary Hansford, second child of Lewis and Ann Jordon Hansford, was bom in 1816 
(1850 York Co. Census). She married John T. Hall and they had only one child John 







Hall. Jr. bom 1839 (1850 census) 


These people worshipped at Grafton Disciples of Christ Church. Recorded in their 
Register are her baptism, December 30, 1835, and her death July 1884. John T. Hall died 
September 25, 1846. 

Their son, John Hall, bom 1839, married June 2, 1902 and left a small family in Warwick 
County. Being a waterman, he made his home near the James River. 

Hall is an established family in the Fish Neck/Dare area of York County. 

Thomas <8) Hansford second son of Lewis (7) Hansford and his wife Ann Jordon Hansford, 
was bom 1818 (1850 census). He died before 1878. He had married Sarah Ann Patridge 
from Baltimore. 

On August 4, 1841, Thomas (8) Hansford, Jr. with his father Lewis Hansford as collateral 
support, of the first part and John Curtis and Allen Chapman, second, and third part, 
bargained to purchase 170 acres bound on the east by Chisman’s Creek, south by land of 
Bloodworth and north by the land of Ann Jordon . Also they were purchasing an 
additional 70 acres bounded on the east by Allen Chapman; south by Chisman's Creek, 
west by William Hopkins and north by the main road. They gave a deed-in-trust for 
$442.97 for this land, which was soon paid off. ( York Deed Book #13, pg. 291) 

May 4, 1854, there was an agreement between Thomas Hansford and Christopher Curtis 
to divide into equal parts a 200-acre tract known as Tabbs . This is not to be confused 
with another farm known was “Tabbs” which Edward Davis purchased from Mr. and 
Mrs. William Tabb, in 1846. Both were on or near what became known as the Wolf Trap 
area. It was a part of the older Willoughby Jordon’s estate heired by his only child Ann 
Jordon Hansford. 

Lewis Hansford, the husband of Ann Jordon, died May 1850. (Recorded in Grafton 
Christian Church Register .) 

Thomas (8) Hansford , his son married Sarah Patridge from Baltimore, Md. They built 
their home on the Creek bank and it became known as Hansford’s Landing. Not only 
was the land cultivated but also Chisman’s Creek offered seafoods and equally as 
important, farm and wood products were sent by boats to markets beyond York County. 
While the home was far inland with just a one-track lane, inhabitants moved by small 
sailboats or bateaux (small boats) with oars. 


Lewis (9> W. Hansford bom 1840 (1850 census; his marriage record) enlisted in the Army 
when the Southern States were invaded by Federal troops. He was on the Roll of 
Company I, York Rangers, Hunter’s Brigade, Virginia, and he signed up May 27, 1861. 

Returning home following the surrender he married Mary Jones **(or maybe Janis) 
Stokes of Gloucester, July 25, 1870. Not being interested in farming, he sold his 
inherited land. The deed stated that for $100.00 he sold to John W. Dutton of Grafton 
District, York County, ten acres, bounded as follows: north by the land of Ben D. 
Spencer, east by Sarah A. Hansford and said Spencer; south by the land of Sarah A. 
Hansford; west by land known as the Christopher Curtis tract. March 26, 1884 ( York 
County Deed Book 20 page 337) . ( The book Hansford and Kinsmen by Thelma 

Hansford pg 81 more fully explains) . 

This is part of what became known as the “Wolf Trap” area of Dare (Fish Neck) for 
many of the later residents worshipped in Providence Methodist Church. There was no 
public or state road, instead, owners of the land and residents had a one-track lane and 
where the creek “heads” extended into the lane, logs were laid to form what was called a 
“corderoy road”. On the east was Hansford’s Landing and on the west Christopher Curtis 
owned that swampy, wooded area. 

My father, J. Wesley Ironmonger, once explained to me how “Johnny Dutton”, a black 
man, purchased his land from Hansford and one of his relatives named Eliza Jefferson 
eventually heired it. She and her husband, Jake Jefferson, lived down in Seaford on what 
became Womom Drive. (That was then a short lane behind present Zion Methodist 
Church). 

Lewis (9) Hansford. Jr. had a family of six children who grew up in Hampton and 
Norfolk. He and his wife, Mary Jane, are buried in St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Cemetery and their graves are close by the church itself. His mother is buried in 
Hampton Cemetery in East Hampton—grave has small stone. 

Thomas (9) Hansford , second son of Thomas <8) and Sarah Hansford, purchased from his 
young brother part of what he had heired. Later, he sold 15 acres to Virginia Wright for 
$150.00. This was bounded on the north by land owned by John Dutton/Denton’s heirs, 
on the east by Ben D. Spencer, on the south by Talbot Hansford and on the west by lands 
of Thomas Brooks (York Deed Book) (See book Hansford and Kinsman by Thelma 
Hansford pg 87) 

So, Thomas Hansford sold his inheritance and made his home in Poquoson. He married a 
lady from Poquoson and reared his family there on Poquoson Avenue between Wythe 
Creek Road and Renn’s Road. 


The breeze from the water tempered the climate during all seasons. 

They had five children: three sons: Lewis, Thomas and Talbot and two daughters, 
Diademia (Demma) and Allie Ann Hansford. He was between 55 and 60 when he died. 

He left his entire estate to his wife Sarah Ann Hansford who on March 5, 1878, sold a 
part of the farm to Mr. John H. Dillard. This is easily identified today. Mr. Dillard’s will 
clarifies this: he left to his wife a third of his estate; to “the son of my deceased wife” 

certain personal items; then he stated “I leave to said Benjamin D. Spencer_balance 

bonds, deeds-of every description-—if he marry to his children at his death- 

This was probated February 3. 1889. ( York Co. Will Book No. 14 pg. 272) Today Port 
Mvers is being developed. 


Talbot (9) S. Hansford , youngest son of Thomas |8> and Sarah Hansford, likewise, sold his 
inherited land. He had held the part where the dwelling house was located. He married 
Elizabeth Stokes, daughter of Kiah and Margaret Rowe Stokes, of Gloucester County, 
Virginia, August 28, 1879. They left York County and made their home in Newport 
News. He died July 22, 1915 and his wife died July 12, 1924. Both are interred in 
Greenlawn Cemetery, Newport News. They had three children. 

Rebecca (8) Elizabeth Hansford, a daughter of Lewis (7) Hansford and Ann Jordon 
Hansford was bom 1829 (1850 Census). She married John Foster and they had three 
children: Allen, Lemuel, and John Foster. They lived on Crab Neck Road in her parent’s 
home, having bought out the other heirs. 
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Allen Foster married Sedelia Charles, a daughter of Kemp and Hester Davis Charles, 
December 25, 1875. They made their home in Fish Neck/Dare on Patrick’s Creek Road 
apparently on Charles property. 

He was bom May 8, 1851 and died March 7, 1919. She was bom December 11, 1853, 
and died July 27, 1941 according to the tombstones that mark their graves in the 
Providence Methodist Church Cemetery. 

There were four Foster children but none remained in Dare. The Charles/Foster home 
was sold to Alex Gaines and his wife, Effie Moore Gaines. Today there is a housing 
development in that area of Patrick’s Creek. 

(Mr. Alex Gaines was widely known as a boat builder. I think the boat The F. D. 
Crockett owned by Mr. Ferdinand Crockett was one of the last that he built). 

Eliza <8> Hansford the youngest child of Lewis Hansford and by his second wife, Zena, 
was bom April 6, 1834 (her Bible). Because she was a minor when her father died, York 
County Court named Washington Rowe her guardian, July 15, 1850. Rowe soon died 
and Eliza herself chose George Teagle Martin (York Orders No. 13. pa. 4131 

He was a son of William B. Martin. 

George T. Martin and Eliza Hansford married on March 5, 1856. They purchased a fifty 
acre farm from Sarah Ann Hansford ( York Deed Book 10. page 75 . Then on August 7, 

1856 the same parties drew up another deed for 42 2/3 acres. ( York Deed Book 10 pace 
110) The Martin farm on Wolf Trap Road (now Allen’s Mill Road) faces broad 
Chisman’s Creek and continues to be held by Martin descendents. 

George Teagle Martin and Eliza Hansford Martin had four children to survive: 

1. William B. Martin bom 1853 (1870 census) 

2. James Martin bom 1855 (1870 census) 

3. Thomas Wesley Martin bom 1857 (1870 census) 

4. George Douglas Martin born 1861 (1870 census) 

The genealogy relative to these Martins may be found in Hansford and Kinsmen by 
Thelma Hansford. 1955. 


Also living on the Wolf Trap Road (now Allen’s Mill Road) was Thomas Davis from 
Mathews County. He moved to York County in 1859. He purchased a farm from the 
Reverend John French White. 

His first wife was Sardelia Miller bom in 1796. Two of his relatives had left Mathews 
County and taken up residence in York County. His nephew, Marshall Davis, had 
relocated in Crab Neck (Seaford). His sister Catherine Davis Smith was now living in 
Fish Neck/Dare. 

He later left the Wolf Trap farm and resettled across Chisman’s Creek in present Heritage 
Hamlet, developed by Robert E. White. Members of his family continued to live on the 
Allen’s Mill Road farm. Larkin Davis his son was an oysterman as well as a small 
farmer. Among his children were John Burgess Davis, Larkin Davis, and daughter Mary 
(Polly) Cary Davis who married William Stroud and Thomas Dawson. She lived farther 








down the creek on Crab Neck side; Hester Ann Davis married Kemp Charles and 
Vandelia Davis married Peter Green. All of these families worshipped in Providence 
Methodist church and most of them and generations of descendants are interred in that 
Church Cemetery. 

On November 9, 1846, Thomas Hansford, Jr. and Sarah, his wife, had a deed drawn up 

for the sale of land to Robert Wilson -“land in Fish Neck of which Willoughby Jordon, 

now deceased, owned containing by last survey, 29 acres and 16 perches—bounded on 
one side by land belonging to Jordon estate and on the east by remainder of said 
Hansford’s land”. (York Deed Book 14. page 2701 

(I can easily identify this for the Wilson farm later became the property and home site of 
Peter and Ruth Martin Burcher. It is situated just beyond the head of the stream that 
flowed to Chisman’s Creek, which turned the wheels to Peyton Allen’s Mill. When my 
grandparents traveled by horse and wagon from Wormley’s Creek to the Edward Winder 
farm, they used the Wolf Trap Road but instead of turning left to present Allen’s Mill 
Road they continued south and arrived at the Wilson farm. Mrs. Wilson gave to my 
mother a set of hob-nail crystal salt and peppershakers. They are still in our family. 
Thelma Hansford) 

Thomas Hansford, Jr. and Sarah, his wife, left their Hansford’s Landing home (now 
Barcroft) for it had become almost a public landing. Oystermen from Crab Neck rowed 
small boats up Chisman’s Creek to their dock, walked then to Warwick County where 
they tonged oysters from James River. They kept oystering equipment at various small 
piers near Warwick Court House. 

Thomas Hansford sold to William Martin and then moved to a place called “ Minson’s of 
which Willoughby Jordon died seized and possessed containing 100 acres—bounded by 
Chisman’s Creek on the north, on the east by Robert Wilson, a part of same tract on the 

south by land_and west by land belonging to the estate of 

Willoughby Jordon, deceased. ( York Co.. Va. Deed Book 17. page 2701 

Remember there were 2 Willoughby Jordons (one died by Mary 18, 1829) (one died 
January 20, 1796). 

Directly across the main road and in front of the Robert Wilson farm was another modest 
size farm with a neat dwelling. This was known as the Joseph Nottingham Farm. His 
wife, the former Miss Ellen Page Howard was a daughter of William and Lucy Nelson 
Howard. Her ancestral home located on Poquoson River and farther down Dare Road 
was constructed on land granted by the King in Colonial days. There were no children. 
(This is now known as King’s Grant) 

Mrs. Nottingham and her sister, Mrs. Lilly Parker presented to Comte-de-Grasse Chapter, 
N.S.D.A.R. a partial tea set which had been used by the Yorktown Nelson family when 
they entertained General LaFayette when he visited Yorktown after the American 
Revolution. 

That Nottingham farm was later owned by Mr. Charlie Burcher and his wife Effie 
Burcher. In more recent years, the Lafayette Gun/Hunt Club engages in activities there. 

Beside that farm and “tucked down” a short lane lived a Hudgins family. A daughter, 
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Margaret Hudgins, boarded in Poquoson in 1924-25 and attended Poquoson High School. 
At the same time I, likewise, boarded there and was a student at Poquoson High School. 
My father, in Seaford, came for me on Friday afternoons. Often Margaret Hudgins rode 
with us to Grafton and then walked to her home. She later (after graduation) married a 
Holloway and spent her life in Poquoson. 


Fish Neck before it was renamed Dare ca 1904/05, had its’ shopping center much like all 
rural crossroads until mid-twentieth century. On two of the comer’s were stores. 

Mr. John E. Womom, operated a general merchandise place and that really is a good 
description. Such businesses not only sold all kinds of staple groceries, but much 
hardware and farming supplies could be purchased there. When motor vehicles replaced 
horse drawn vehicles, gasoline and oils were sold. (They became local “filling stations.) 

On the South side of Dare Road, on the comer of present Lakeside Drive, Mr. Benjamin 
Hunt, a Poquoson native, operated his store. A relative, Mr. Charlie Hopkins helped him. 
His two-story residence was attached to the store and bedrooms were above it, on the 
second floor. His wife was Miss Berl (Berwell) Hornsby, sister to Mr. Leroy Hornsby 
who operated the post office and store at Tampico—later changed to Homsbwille . 

Benny Hunt was their surviving child. 

The Fish Neck—then Dare post office was in one of the general merchandise stores and 
the managers served as postmasters. This was a political appointment and as the 
Presidency varied from Democrat or Republican Party affiliation local postmasters 
belonged to the party “in power”. The residents of this neat and quiet community in 
York County, Virginia, were not without postal service until March 31, 1965. 

The D. D. White family lived on the northwest corner of the cross roads, some years after 
the Civil War. There was a two-story building with two attached single story rooms. The 
lower floor of the two-story part was an “ undertaker ” business. That was before the 
establishment of modem day “Funeral Parlors” or Funeral Homes”, with “Funeral 
Directors”. Then the man in charge was an “Undertaker”. He stocked his business with 
wooden coffins and wooden boxes to hold them at burials. 


Chisman’s Creek where the older White family had lived. Captain Powell merely retired 
and Clinton Wainwright and Edward Burcher became local funeral directors with their 
business in Grafton. 

(Bob White has more details about this in his book “ Peter B. Smith and wife. Catherine 
G. Smith, ps- 66) 

POWELL FAMILY: 

The Powell’s were not York County natives. They originated in Lancester—Mathew 
Counties area, and moved to a Patrick’s Creek farm when their children were teen-agers. 
Powell’s had intermarried into the Marchant family. There are forty-nine Powell graves 
and fifty-one Marchant markers in Mathews County. ( Tombstones of Mathews Countv 
Virginia 1711-1986 published by the Mathews County Historical Society .! 

Miss Cosmus Powell, affectionately called “Miss Cossie” taught in York County Public 
Schools. In 1899 she was assigned to the “Poor House Farm Lane” one room school. 
That was on present Lakeside Drive in the vicinity of the Grafton Bethel School. She 
was known as a “ strict disciplinarian ” and she relied on “corporal punishment”. 

(Switches lay on her desk or else in her hand) 

Mrs. Elizabeth Ironmonger (Bessie Hogg) included this fact in her memoirs for she was 
enrolled in that school two weeks during her childhood. 

“Miss Cossie” taught music lessons throughout the Grafton District area. She traveled by 
“horse and buggy”. At first young ladies had parlor organs and by the time that a young 
miss could play a few familiar hymns and Stephen Foster songs, she felt quite an 
accomplished musician. In Crab Neck her pupils included Pauline Stroud, Annie Belle 
Sparrer, Maggie and Lola Hornsby, Mary Sparrer, and Gertrude Ironmonger. 

The pianos more or less displaced parlor organs and “Miss Cossie” continued traveling 
and teaching music. Bessie Hogg (became Mrs. J. W. Ironmonger) began her piano 
lessons under Miss Cossie and after returning home from Woman’s College in 
Richmond, she taught piano lessons until she was aged eighty-three years. Miss Cossie 
laid the foundation for her continued music education. 


Most of the coffins were covered with black cloth but later a gray material was used. For 
infants or children the casket was either painted white or covered with white cloth. 

The descendents bodies were prepared in the home so the undertaker establishment was 
really storage for the coffins and burial pine boxes. At the same time, the “undertaker” 
maintained a rather nice horse drawn vehicle and a team. The cemetery work was done 
by other workman but the “undertaker” presided at the funeral, whether in the home, the 
church, or the graveyard. 

Captain Alexander Powell, whose residence was on Patrick’s Creek at the end of Ilex 
Drive, operated this funeral business along with Mr. D. D. White. He was a tall, bearded, 
rather aristocratic looking gentleman. 

With changes in times and circumstances the White family relocated on the north side of 


Mrs. Cosmus Powell Womom was a remarkable person. She reared her family of boys, 
all of whom received certificates and degrees for higher learning. She was most active in 
the Providence United Methodist Church even serving as organist until late in life. One 
of her later pursuits was organizing a Woman’s Christian Temperance Union in York 
County. This was at the time when “boot-legging” and illegal manufacturing of whiskey 
was unlawful. The State had not become involved in necessary beverage controls. 

One might think of her as a pioneer in many endeavors. Mr. John E. Womom served as 
Treasurer of York County many years. (He was a quiet man.) ' 

Dr. Lawson Otwood Powell was a son of Capt. Alexander Powell. He married Miss 
Margaret (Maggy) Hornsby, a native of Crab Neck. They made their home there and 
reared two sons (both now deceased). His medical practice was throughout the entire 
Grafton District. 
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During World War I and the winter of 1918, the influenza epidemic ran rampant 
throughout York County and the Peninsula. At the time travel was over dirt roads in 
open Ford automobiles. During the winter season, highways were almost impassable. 
With the assistance of a Dare lady—Mrs. Julia Smith Butler, who was a practical nurse, 
they never lost a patient. In recent years, the Daily Press featured them for this dedicated 
service. 

Being the most popular local doctor, most Dare and Seaford babies were delivered by Dr. 
Powell. Carrying his small black satchel, the sick always welcomed and appreciated his 
services. Not everyone compensated him for his services yet he always administered 
medical help. Dr. Powell had pills with him and gave them to his patients—green ones 
were aspirin and brown ones had creosote in them. 

Dr. Powell served as Superintendent of the Sunday school in Zion Methodist Church in 
Seaford. He taught a Sunday school class and sang in the choir. He served Zion Church 
well for over fifty years. During that time he retained him membership in Providence 
Methodist Church where his parents and sister worked and worshipped. 

There was a local lady interested in abandoned family graveyards so she inquired of Dr. 
Powell if one was on the old Powell property. He knew about one a short point west of 
the dwelling and he remarked that a “Mr. Buchanan from Norfolk” was the last person 
that he recalled was buried there. Today one might ask, “From whom did the Powell’s 
purchase their York County home”? Was it the Buchanan home seat? 

In 1965-71, Mrs. Lewis Harvey Hall served as Regent of Comte-de-Grasse Chapter, 
N.S.D.A.R. and Mrs. Robert L. Hansford served as chairperson of Genealogical Records 
Committee. Unpublished family records were collected and submitted to the National 
Chairman who filed it in a library, which was a part of the N.S.D.A.R. Library in 
Washington, D.C. 

During Mrs. Hall’s administration she was permitted from the Buchanan Family Bible 
the transcriped personal records. From these one learns that Henry Buchanan was born 
December 24, 1761. He had three wives and many descendants. He was a son of James 
and Mary Buchanan. 

After the U.S. Congress passed a bill which gave pensions or land to families of 
Revolutionary War Veterans, Mr. Henry Buchanan several times appeared in York 
County Court to verify statements made during those hearings. ( In York Countv. 

Virginia Orders Book, No. 12—1829-1835. Page 185 one may read “The Court for their 
individual knowledge of Henry Buchanan of this County doth certify that he is a man 
possessing a remarkable retentive memory of strict veracity. That due confidence ought 
to be reposed in his statements and that he is a very old man and at this time receives a 
pension for his services in The Revolutionary War. - ) 











PATRICK FAMILY: 

There were two Patrick men living in the Charles Parish of York County, in the mid- 
1600’s: John and Walter Patrick. John Patrick’s line soon died out for he had no male 
child. 

Walter Patrick and his wife Elizabeth had two children: John (2) and Mary Patrick. He 
died March 3, 1678 and wife Mary was deceased February 27, 1678. ( Charles Parish 
Register - ) 

John (2> Patrick (Walter 1) bom October 2, 1675 had three wives: Sarah who gave birth 
to eight children; Elizabeth who died following the birth of one child; and another 
Elizabeth who was the mother of three children. 

The oldest son John (3) Patrick, Jr. , bom July 26, 1703 married Elizabeth Curtis , daughter 
of Thomas Curtis. He died leaving a will dated January 14, 1754, and probated March 
18, 1754 ( York Co.. Va. Wills and Inventories 1746-59 page 3101 Children bom to this 
union included: 

1. John Patrick bom October 16, 1726 

2. Thomas Patrick bom 1729; died before 1754 

3. Sarah Patrick bom April 2, 1731; married John Baptist as his second wife 

4. Curtis Patrick bom January 13, 1732; died December 1, 1785 married 
Martha Rogers 

5. William Patrick bom 1736; died 1739 

6. Mary Patrick bom July 26, 1738 

7. William Patrick bom March 30, 1740 

8. Sarah Patrick bom 1743 died 1743 

9. Merritt Patrick bom November 17, 1744 

10. Frances Patrick bom October 26, 1746 

11. Edmond Patrick bom 1752 

12. Lucy Patrick bom 1754 

All dates taken from the Charles Parish Register edited by Landon Bell 
The estate was divided among eight heirs. 

Through the years there have been many descendants from the original immigrant. While 
they lived at first in the Fish Neck/Dare area, they have expanded throughout the county 
and elsewhere. ( See The Curtis Families of York County. Virginia by Thelma Hansford - 
copies in York County Library, Yorktown and at the College of William and Mary.) 

HOWARD FAMILY: 

Two brothers, John and Francis Hayward/Howard arrived in the Colony by September 
23, 1639. They soon had residences in York County in the Poquoson area. John served 
on the Jury when York County Court convened February 24. 1658. ( York Co.. Va. 

Deeds. Orders. Wills 1657-16591 abstracted by Lindsay Duvall) 

Two years later he wrote his will and left to his son, Henry (2) Hayward 6000 acres of 
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land. His second son was William (2) Hayward . The will was proved April 24, 1661. 

Henry (2) Hayward was bom October 16, 1650 (C.P.R.) and he married Diana Bartlett and 
they had ten children. She died April 21, 1699. Henry then married secondly, Elizabeth 
Moss, a daughter of Edward Moss whose residence was on the North side of Chisman’s 
Creek. Six more children were bom. 

Many infants and small children died during the early days of the Colony. 

Francis (j) /Frank Howard was by Elizabeth Moss and he was bom May 15, 1796 (C.P.R.). 

He married Martha_and four children were bom—one being Henry (i) 

Howard, later known as Colonel Henry Howard . 

This gentleman, bom 1727, married first, Frances Calthrope. whose father lived on south 
side of Poquoson River and owned Calthrope Neck. (Henry <4) Howard had a second 
wife, Martha Sclater, a widow but no other children were bom.) 

Colonel Henry Howard, along with Thomas Hunt posted a bond for William Kirby and 
John Patrick to serve as Inspectors of Tobacco. This was a very responsible office for at 
that time tobacco was the money crop. (York Co.. Va. Orders No. 4 Page 1401 

Henry Howard himself was named Surveyor of the Highway from his mill to the 
warehouse road. (This work was done by slaves and young lads in the family.) He and 
his first wife had nine children. 

His will written November 16, 1781 was probated June 17, 1782 ( York Co. W. &I. No . 
22. page 516) Portions of it are given here: “I give to my son Edward (5) Howard and his 
heirs my plantation called “Clay Hill” containing 1000 acres with my part of the old mill- 
— (13 slaves by name); stock of black cattle, sheep, and hogs at Calthrophe Plantation 
and the wild cattle at Clay Hill Plantation .. 

1 give unto my son William (5) Howard and his heirs my plantation on Charles River 
(Poquoson River) called “ Fish Neck ” 466 acres and whereon he now lives with the stock 

of all kinds together with all the slaves thereon (except girl Peggy to my son Edward)- 

and plantation utinsels-( York Co. W. &. I. No. 22. page 5161 

Col. William 15) Howard bom 1759 married Ann Chisman also written Anna Chisman 
and they lived on the Fish Neck Plantation on the North side of Poquoson River. There 
were four children bom to this couple. 

Colonel Howard qualified as a vestryman at Charles Parish May 20, 1782. (York Orders 
No. 4 page 290) . He also served on the grand jury in York County, November 17, 1783. 

His will was probated October 18, 1813. ( York Co. Va.. W.B. #10. page 831 is given in 

abstract form: “health of mind but sick and weak- 

First, to affectionate wife during her life the plantation now cultivated by me 
beginning at western head of the Spring Branch running to the front of my son Henry’s 
house along to his stable—along the woods to a north boundary to a peach and apple 
orchard now standing between son Henry’s dwelling and the river. 






Also, to wife, three Negro men, Oliver, Frank, Sam; Negro women, Sukey, Jenny, and 
their children except a boy called Peter, Joan, and her two last children Jack and Charles. 
My woman, Nimma and a boy called Jim, Old Moody, Fishneck Hannah, weaver Hannah 
and Alice with three beds and furniture except two large beds and fumature. (Also farm 
animals itemized) 

To son, Henry Howard, the plantation now occupied by him being all residue of my 
cleared land. At my wife’s death, Henry, to have all land, slaves, furniture. But at death 
of my wife, my son Frank’s child by his late wife to have (Negroes and many items 
listed) all to be under control of executors named until he reaches age twenty-one. If he 
does not live to be of age, Negroes to go to son Francis and his heirs. 

To my son, Thomas Howard , the three Negroes now in his possession and Betty, 
Joseph, and Chloe and my man Frank; woman Jenny and other slaves given to my wife to 
go to son Thomas at her death. 

To my son, Calthorpe Howard . Negroes (named). 

Several Negroes to be sold to pay my just debts along with other cattle and stock and 
horses and tobacco not given heretofore. 

My three sons, Francis, Thomas C., and Calthorpe Howard share alike in remainder of 
estate and Henry Howard to have a desk and copper kettle also. 

I appoint my three sons, Henry, Thomas C. and Calthorpe executors. Signed and 
sealed 23 March 1811. Codocile: 18 October 1813 added items and standing crops to 
wife’s legacy . 

Colonel Henry (6) Howard married Mary Eliza Sheild, bom 1796, a daughter of the 
Reverend Samuel Sheild and his wife Molly Hansford . His second wife was Judith 
Robinson Cary (1787-1825) and they were married 1823. Children by first wife who 
survived were: William (7) , Samuel , and Martha (7) Eliza Howard, Susan Ann Howard 
and John Henry Cary Howard by the second wife. 

William (7) Howard oldest son and heir, bom February 11,1807, married Catherine 
Sclater, daughter of Thomas Lowry Sclater and secondly, Lucy Nelson. Given are the 
names of his children: 

1. Henry (8) Cary Howard, bom 1825 (1860 census) 

2. William Howard, bom 1827 (census) 

3. Lucy Howard, bom 1829 (census) 

4. Mary (Molly) S. Howard, bom 1830 

5. Ann Howard 

6. Frances M. Howard, bom 1837 

7. Thomas (8) C. Howard, bom 1839 

8. William (8) Harrison Howard, bom March 4,1841 

By his second wife, Lucy Nelson, four additional children were bom: , 

9. Susan <8) Howard born 1852 

10. Ellen (81 Page Howard, bom 1854 (census) 

11. Robert (8) Nelson Howard, bom 1856 

12. Lucy (8) Nelson Howard, bom 1859 







‘The benefits from the wood that was cut and will be cut by Captain Weston continue 
and the profits from it be used by my wife Lucy D. Howard and her children and my 
daughter Frances M. Howard—-wife use household and kitchen fumature and farm 
implements. 

My daughter, Ann C. Sheild, receive a feather bed, bolster, and two pillows—and to 
my daughter Frances M. Howard , a feather bed, a bolster and two pillows. The 

remaining three feather beds, I leave to my wife.due the children of my first wife 

namely, Henry Howard, Ann C. Sheild, Thomas C. Howard, William H. Howard and 
children of my deceased daughter, Molly Sheild. 

My daughter, Frances M. Howard, to be exempted—being provided for in first part 
of the will. 

Wife, Lucy Howard, executor. (York Co.. Va. W.B., No. 14. page 142~) 

One will note no mention of slaves for the Civil War had ended slavery. Without 
laborers farming was reduced to a minimum. This family was selling the trees and 
Captain Weston was helping. 

Capt Alexander Weston, bom 1815 in Kingston Parish in Mathews County, was well 
acquainted with Capt. Edward and Amelia Davis who had left Mathews County and 
purchased “Tabbs” in 1846. He followed them and soon married their daughter, Sarah 
Frances Davis who was bom July 23, 1828 and died July 20, 1859 leaving a one-year-old 
son, William Weston. ( See Ancestry and Descendants of John French White by Robert 
E. White) 

On March 17, 1858 William Howard and his wife, Lucy, sold to Alexander Weston one 
hundred acres. There is a State Highway, “Weston Road” which leads to Poquoson River 
where it intersects with Patrick’s Creek. The area on present maps is identified as Patrick 
Landing but the Patrick’s were farther up the creek. ( York County, Va.. Deed Book 151 







Second son, William (8) Howard purchased a small farm from William H. Sheild, June 29, 
1852 (York D.B. 15. page 3D this was located on the “Piney Point” farm farther up the 
Poquoson River. (His father, William Howard, is buried on his farm and a small stone 
marks the grave.) 

A daughter, Mary (Molly) Howard married Mr. Boliver Sheild who served as York 
County Clerk of Court during the Civil War era. They had seven children. She died 
September 26, 1863 and Mr. Sheild later married her sister, Ann C. Howard . Three 
children were bom. 

Boliver Sheild, with his Howard wives owned “Kentucky Farm” located on Oriana Road. 
The large family graveyard has been destroyed. 

Left on that original Howard “Fish Neck Plantation” following their father’s death was a 
daughter, Susan Howard, who died while still quite young. Robert Nelson Howard and 
sisters, Ellen and Lucy, remained on the farm, after becoming widows. Neither sister had 
children; they were quite elderly when they married. Always when they attended 
Providence Methodist Church or some public function they appeared quite “regal” for 
they were always aware of their Howard heritage. The remainder of what began as a land 
grant from the King became small farms and now a development. 

WESTON FAMILY: 

After Capt. Alexander Weston’s wife, Sarah had died; he married secondly a young lady 
named Robenetta . The 1860 York County Census shows him with a family of four 
daughters: Rosetta, bom 1852; Ann born 1854; Almedia born 1856; Sarah bom 1859. In 
his household was also Mrs. Amelia Davis, his former mother-in-law. She donated the 
land where Providence United Methodist Church is located. This second wife died 
following the birth of the last child and Mrs. Davis helped him make a home for his 
children. 


Around the same time that the Davis family and Captain Alex Weston left Mathews 
County, another family there saw the possibilities for a better income from the handling 
of wood products. In the Dare (Fish Neck) section there was still vast acreage of tall 
pines and hardwood trees. 

Robert E. White has written a genealogy and short history of his Smith family who 
considered this possibility. 

Rebecca Catherine Smith, daughter of John Perrin and Elizabeth Smith married John 
Wesley Wainwright, June 4, 1870. Their oldest son, William Franklin Wainwright 
(1871-1954) married Hester Elizabeth (Miss Bessie) Womom. They made their home on 
Poquoson River on what was once a part of the Howard's “Fish Neck Plantation”. Holly 
Point Road leads to the former Wainwright home. Their only child Beulah Womom 
Wainwright married Coleman Green from the Chisman’s Creek area of Dare. 

Her great grandson, Frank Green, has written a book The Green Family . 

Henry (8> Cary Howard , oldest son of Capt. William (7> Howard sold his inheritance and 
moved to Hampton. He had married Miss Diana Wray from that city and they spent their 
lives there. 








Rosetta Manning Weston married William Harrison Howard, youngest son of Capt. 
William Howard by his first wife. They lived in Hampton. Mr. Howard, who was bom 
on the day that President William Harrison took office, had died April 25, 2899. They 
had five children. She died July 19, 1901. 

Although they lived in Hampton, both are buried in the Providence Methodist Church 
Cemetery, here in Dare. His obituary appeared in The Hampton Monitor . 

SHEILD-HOWARD: 

One of the earliest colonists in York County was Robert (1) Sheild who came from 
England. In 1646, his son, Robert (2) Sheild was in “New Poquoson” and he received the 
gift of two cows from Edward Mitchell. ( York Co. Records 1665-1672 page 65 
abstracted by B. B. Weisiger) J 

For seven generations the Sheild family lived in Charles Parish and was active in the 
Church, serving as a Warder. The July 7, 1775, issue of the Virginia Gazette carried the 
announcement of the marriage of Miss Molly (Mary) Hansford, daughter of Charles 
Hansford, to the Rev. Samuel Sheild. Rev. Sheild served as minister in Yorkhampton 
Parish. This wife died and he married secondly, Miss Lucy Howard , and they lived at 
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Parish. This wife died and he married secondly. Miss Lucy Howard, and they lived at 
“Piney Point”. 

Rev. Sheild’s will was probated in York County Court, June 20,1803. (York W. & I. 
Nov. 23, page 617) 

Issue: 1. Colonel Robert Sheild 

2. Captain Samuel Sheild 

3. Mary Elizabeth Sheild who married Henry Howard (1780- 
1833) already mentioned earlier 

1. Colonel Robert Sheild married first Elizabeth Harwood Sheild, a cousin. His second 
wife was Mary Reade . daughter of Hawkins Reade and Elizabeth Moss Pescud. He was 
a Justice in York County Court and served in the Virginia House of Delegates. His will 
written Sept. 3, 1823 was proved June 20,1825 (York W.B. 11 page 70 ). There were six 
children. Charles Parish no longer existed but the family was of the Episcopal faith and 
The Reverend Mark Chevers, Rector of St. John’s Church in Hampton traveled via water 
to Piney Point in York County to baptize the Sheild children. He recorded each in his 
journal, which is still preserved in that Church’s Library. (It was used in the thesis 
written by Mrs. Von Doenhoff when she earned a Master of Arts Degree at the College of 
William and Mary. Thelma Hansford copied records from Rev. Chever’s Journal in 
1953) 

The full-length white marble stone that covered his grave has been destroyed. (It was 
near Fairfield Drive and the main Piney Point Road.) 

Samuel Reade Sheild was a son of Delegate Sheild. Dr. Mallory Armistead Sheild (1845- 
1874) was a grandson and is buried in St. John’s Church Cemetery in Hampton. 

Another grandson. Dr. Richard Henry Sheild who practiced in Hampton was a grandson 
of Delegate Sheild. He heired from his father “ Great Gibbon’s ” which at one time 
belonged to his grandfather. 

Soon after Edward Thomas Winder returned after four years service in the Confederate 
Army he married Alice Lindsay whose parents lived farther up Poquoson River. He and 
wife Alice and their two children rented a small home on Piney Point. After several 
years there, they purchased Great Gibbons—an 87 acre farm from Patrick Reade, a black 
man. Apparently this had been given to him following emancipation by the 
Reade/Hawkins family connection or he had purchased it cheaply. (There was very little 
cash following that War.) 

“Great Gibbons” was the Winder home and farm until Mrs. Mary Winder Crane died. 
Leaving no children, her estate was sold and today “Winder’s Pond” and other 
developments are presently on that tract. Lakeside Drive bisected the farm in recent 
years. 

Elizabeth Sheild . daughter of Col. Robert Sheild and Mary Reade Sheild, his wife, 
married George Cooper, a resident of Elizabeth City County. There were no children. 

She died before June 22, 1837 for George Cooper married secondly, Catherine 
McWilliams who lived farther up Poquoson River on Pescud Mill Plantation on Oriana 
Road. 











had been allotted to the children of his brother. Colonel Robert Sheild, deceased, was 
sold and George Cooper purchased it. He and his wife, Catherine, lived there until the 
Civil War. Because of the movement of General McClellan’s troops and equipment up 
Poquoson River and over land, the Cooper’s, as refugees, went to Richmond where Mrs. 
Cooper’s mother and sister had sought safety. 

George Cooper later sold the farm and it became York County’s Poor House Farm. In 
recent years and with welfare benefits, the County sold to developers’ St. Luke’s 
Methodist Church, Grafton Bethel School, and other developments are now on that long 
ago plantation. 

2. Captain Samuel <6> Sheild, another son of Samuel and Mary Hansford Sheild, made 
their home at “Winton” on Poquoson River where the present Rt. 17 crosses the marsh 
and stream. At that time the river was navigable to points near Oriana Road. He had 
married Sarah Cary Dudley, daughter of Major William Dudley of Warwick County. 

Both of their children died leaving no issue. Their daughter, Mary Eliza Sheild, married 
Dr. Francis Mallory, a Congressman. She and her infant were buried together in the 
Sheild family graveyard at “Piney Point”. There was a tombstone to mark this grave but 
it has probably been destroyed. That Shield home and plantation was “Winton” 
purchased by Hawkins Reade when this Sheild estate was settled. 

Quite likely the residents of Piney Point today have no idea that this small plot of land 
was once owned and lived upon by York County’s most elite citizens. Congressmen, 
physicians, professionals, and ordinary people called Piney Point home. It is more than 
an attractive and comfortable habitation for modern living; it might be considered one of 
York’s historic landmarks. No battles were fought there, but people and produce from 
the land and waters helped shape State legislation, local government, and the economy of 
Virginia. (See: Hansford and Kinsmen by Thelma Hansford. 19551 

THE MOORE FAMILY IN DARE: 

One need only to stroll leisurely in the eastern section of the cemetery of Providence 
United Methodist Church and it becomes apparent that the Moore family was a dominant 
fact in the life and times of the Dare Community following the American Revolution. 
Who were these people? 

John (1) Moore (also spelled More) bom 1584 in England sailed in the Bona Nova in 1620 
to the Virginia Colony. (He was aged 36 years at the time.) Two years later (1622) in the 
Abigail. Elizabeth Moore arrived bringing a small child with her, named Augustine 
Moore . Both father and son patented large tracts of land, most of it in the Back River, 
which likewise borders Poquoson in York County. 

Needless-to-say, there was migration and marriages across County lines. 

By the fourth generation, Merritt (4) Moore bom 1685 (John <3) , Augustine (2> John 
Moore) was in York County. The Charles Parish Register edited by Landon Bell shows, 
“Merritt Moore and wife, Martha, had a daughter bom April 9, 1739”; also it recorded 
Martha, his wife, died June 17, 1740. He probably married again. 

This Merritt (4) Moore had a brother Daniel (4) Moore who lived in York County at 
Temple Farm (later known as “Moore House” and farm. He had three wives but only 
three children: two daughters and a son. He died 1767 having served as York County 
Sheriff. 









There was another immigrant from England who made his home in York County. John 
(1> Moore bom ca.1640-50 died April 25, 1700 ( Charles Parish Register C.P.R .) He had 
married Amy Parsons and the family lived in the Poquoson Area. They had eight 
children: daughter Elizabeth Moore married Edward Moss from Crab Neck; son Starkey 
<2) Moore (John (l) ) bom October 30, 1692, died April 20, 1733. His wife was Anne (4) 
Moore, daughter of Augustine Moore (3> and great granddaughter of John (1> Moore, 
settled in Elizabeth City County. His will was probated January 21, 1734 and his widow 
Anne attended to this. ( York Co. Va. Records No. 18—1732-40 pg. 53-541 . Later, 
another appraisal was ordered May 20, 1745 and was returned September 15, 1743 by 
Peter Goodwin, Merritt Moore, and Edward Tabb (York W. & I. No. 20 pg. 21 Five 
children survived. 

By the seventh generation of these Poquoson/Elizabeth City County Moores, Merritt (7) 
Moore bom 1840 with his wife Malissa (also spelled Melisa) Phillips (widow of William 
Hunt) crossed the Poquoson River and made their home in Dare. Their land holdings had 
once been a part of the Howard “Fish Neck Plantation”. The Merritt Moore tract 
extended from the Dare Road northward to Hodges Cove Road. 

They had four sons: 

1. James <8) Isaac Moore 2. William <8) Henry Moore 3. Merritt (8) Moore 
4. Joseph <8) T. Moore 

The Merritt Moore residence faced Dare Road. His wife Malissa (b. 1831) died and he 
married secondly a widow Mrs. Catherine Sterling Bunting; his third wife was another 
widow, Mrs. Abbigail Dawson Mitchell. (He did have stepchildren.) 

(1) Mr. James Isaac Moore, bom in August 21, 1861, married Ella Catherine Smith and 
they had eleven children. Two died very young. His home and small farm adjoined the 
Howard family lane, which makes one wonder if it was a part of the original “Fish Neck 
Plantation”. Robert E. White has written the genealogy of the Smith family, which 
includes these people. **(Merritt Moore <7) bought some acreage from the Howard 
family in mid 1800’s. I think this must have been divided amongst his 4 sons) 

(2) William Henry Moore , bom in 1864, was always known as “Mr. Beauregard Moore” 
for his namesake was General Beauregard and the Civil War was raging when he was 
bom. General McClellan and his forces had invaded the Poquoson River and Gusman’s 
Creek area enroute to Yorktown and eventually Richmond. The Dare residents were 
loyal “Rebels”. 

This Mr. Moore married first, Miss Lucy Ray/Wray, a daughter of Thomas Ray/Wray. 
There were three children: (1) Franklin Moore married Miss Viola Hansford of Seaford 
and made their home there on part of the original Rogers patented area. He served as a 
Deputy Sheriff for York County. They had no children; they adopted Louise Moore, his 
brother’s orphan who married_Bunting and made a home in Poquoson. 






A third son died young leaving children, one of whom was Louise Moore mentioned 
above. 

“Beaureagard” and Lucy divorced and Mr. “Beauregard” Moore married secondly, 

Emma Virginia Ironmonger, a daughter of Edward Ironmonger from the Crab Neck 
community. There were seven children bom to this union (see Ironmonger and 
Connections bv Elizabeth Ironmonger .) 

This Mr. Moore had his home and small farm at the head of Hodge’s Cove off Poquoson 
River. Not only was he a small farmer but also Poquoson River offered the opportunity 
for fishing, both near the shoreline and deep water towards the Bay. 

(3) Merritt Moore. (Jr.) **(family called him “Uncle Coonie”) was bom 1866. On 
February 17, 1897 he and Miss Virginia Amory, daughter of Thomas and Roberta Amory 
were wed. They lived in Hudgins, Va. 

(4) Joseph Thomas Moore , bom 1868, married a cousin Annie E. Moore, daughter of 
William H. and Henrietta Moore, January 31, 1892. They had seven sons and one 
daughter, Annie Moore. The Moore dwelling and small farm was at the end of Dare 
Road and on the broad Poquoson River. Two of his sons, Weldon and Otway Moore had 
waterfront homes on the farm. Son, Joseph Moore married a cousin Ida Moore, daughter 
of James and Ella Moore. They, likewise, had a dwelling on Dare Road beside the 
Merritt Moore homestead. **(They lived in the Merritt Moore Sr. home before they built 
a new brick home, in the early 1940’s, next door to the Merritt Moore home.) 

(5) Bernice Moore married Alice Hogg who lived on part of the original Hogg 
Wormley’s Creek Plantation. They built their home on Old Wormley’s Creek Road and 
for many years he owned and operated an automobile repair shop. They had eight 
children. 

(6) Clarence “Shack” Moore was owner of Grafton Garage on Rt. 17, which not only 
serviced automobiles, but he had the dealership for Dodge cars. His wife was Miss Mary 
Moore, a daughter of Mr. Tom Moore who lived on Chisman’s Creek. There was 
evidently a kinship between that family and the Merritt Moore sons. They had 2 sons and 
a daughter. 

(7) George Moore , like his brothers, had a garage and automobile and machine shop on 
Rt. 17, not far from the Newport News city limits. He married Annis Clarke and they had 
a daughter. 

(8) Merritt Moore , the youngest son and child married, first Elizabeth Sheild, a daughter 
of Copeland Sheild and granddaughter of Mr. Bolivar Sheild, well known for having 
saved the York County Court Records during the Civil War. (He was Clerk of the Court 
at the time.) Enwell Moore is their only child. Merritt Moore married secondly Miss 
Lottie Watson **third, Lucille Minnie Clements Davis Moore—he was knowri as 
“Dool” Moore. 


Winnie Moore, a son of W. H. (Beauregard) Moore married a cousin, Nola Moore. This 
family is discussed in White’s Ancestry and Descendants of Peter Smith . 



(9) Annie Moore, only daughter of Mr. Joe Moore, married Hayes Hogge. She died 
when her son James Robert Hogge, called Billy, was bom. Billy married Miss Upton and 
they now live in Fla. 
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Mr. Joe Moore had 10 grandsons—all good mechanics—and 9 granddaughters. 

The Merritt Moore home site in recent years has been purchased by the Tate family. 
Mrs. Cornelius Tate was postmistress of Dare, Grafton and Yorktown post offices. 


There was another Moore family who lived at end of Hodge’s Cove Road—Mr. William 
E. Moore. He was called William, Willie, Capt’n Billy Moore . I don’t know who he 
was. Poquoson was the main “seat” for York County Moore’s. They merely “crossed 
the river” and people then used waterways for movement as much as the country dirt 
roads. 

I’m certain that his son, Ellington Moore, left something in writing about his family for 
he and his sister, Lois, were very intelligent. 

This is my limited understanding: William Moore (Willie) had more education than the 
average country farmer living right after the Civil War. He taught school in both Fish 
Neck and Crab Neck. He frequently had small governmental odd jobs like taking the 
census. He was active in Providence Church, maybe secretary of the Sunday School or 
on the Church Board of Stewards. (He knew how to “write up minutes” and “keep 
books” (finances). 

His wife was, Josephine Gibbs (“ Miss Fennie”). I think she was from Georgia. I do 
know that during my elementary school years, Miss Leise/Leize Gibbs from Georgia 
taught in Seaford Elementary School and she was supposed to have been a relative (a 
sister maybe) of “Miss Fennie Moore”. Mr. Moore may have been on the school board 
and that’s how she got the job in Seaford. 

Children of Mr. Moore and Josephine were Lois . Ellington , and Jessie Moore (a 
daughter). Lois graduated from Morrison High School, June 1926 and we were in class 
together. In other words, her parents had to provide “further education” than York 
County offered. Her parents paid for transportation and tuition and I think that she rode 
with Coleman Green, Frank Green’s grandfather. 

Then Ellington Gibbs Moore, likewise, graduated from Morrison, too. Come to think 
about it, maybe Ellington did the driving for him and his sister and they “picked up” 
Nellie Wilson (Davis) too. Harvey Hall . Pearl Gaines and Ora White (Green) were in that 
same 1926 class at Morrison. Added with them was Delia Green who rode with Coleman 
Green who had a “Ford run-about” which means a one seated Ford . 

Jessie Moore , being somewhat younger, had a deformed back and I don’t think that she 
enrolled anywhere except at Dare School which eventually added grades and became a 
Junior High School. **(Jessie never drove a car. She did lots of walking. After her 
father died, she went to live with Lois, in Seaford. One day while walking she was hit by 
a car and died shortly thereafter.) 

1 think this “Mr. Bill Moore” was the brother of Mrs. Annie Moore who was Mr. Joe 
Moore’s wife. (They lived “just across the field” from each other. In that case, the 
marriage license for “Joe and Annie” shows her parentage as William and Henrietta 
Moore. 


Newport News who purchased it earlier and gave life rights to Mr. & Mrs. Moore. Eric 
and Virginia Sherif s present home site is where the old Moore house had been built—a 
beautiful location. **(Eric was brother to Margaret (Mrs.Cowles) Hogge who owned 
property adjoining the Moore home place—may have been part of the farm in earlier 
years. 


Over on Chisman’s Creek lived another Moore— Thomas F. Moore . He was bom 1870 
and died 1952. He married Ethel Dawson, bom 1873 and died 1953 (tombstones in 
Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery—but not the old original one where Civil War battle 
was fought.) Ethel Dawson had lived “across Chisman’s Creek” in Crab Neck and she 
was a sister to “Miss Abbie” the third wife of Mr. Merritt Moore. They had five children. 
One of Ethel and Tom’s daughters, Mary Moore, married Clarence Moore (son of Joe & 
Annie) and they recognized relationships, but I don’t think that there were first cousins— 
just cousins. 

Ben Moore had a general merchandise store **(Sidney Dawson bought the store) on 
Railway Road and near the Womom’s store at the crossroads, was a son of Thomas and 
Ethel More. He married Mamie Smith, a daughter of John Smith and his first wife Rosa 
Hansford Smith, They had two children, then divorced. Each remarried—he lived on 
Virginia’s Eastern Shore (Accomack Co., -Northampton Co. and she lived in Newport 
News/Hampton (see Bob White’s- Smith genealogy book! 

Another daughter, Lottie Moore, my age, never married; another daughter married 

_Sulzburger and lived in Hampton. A son, Wilbur (Whip) Moore just recently 

died—2002. 

This beautiful tract of land on Chisman’s Creek is now called “Paradise Point” and is 
somewhat developed. Emerson’s and Amy Emerson Moore have houses there, as do 
other people. 
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3 Merritt Moore 
b. 1779 

Poquoson, York 
Co. VA 
m. ca 1798 
d. 1829 

York Will Bk. #11 
pg. 395 

Settlement pg. 334 
m. Frances Ann 
Robinson 
b. 1784- 1794 d. 
1/25/1837. 

(1810 census 
York Cty.) 

3 children 
Robert Shield as 
Commissioner 
A case between 
Henry Moore, 
Plaintiff and 
William & Henry 
Moore infants 
under age 21 
years, the lands of 
Frances Moore - 
to sell 17 acres 
19 th Dec. 1836 was 
sold. Henry T. 
Moore became 
purchaser for $ 100 
highest bidder. In 
that part of York 
Cty. called “Cow 
Island”. 

( York Deed Bk 12 
1834-48 pg. 225 


William Moore 
>. 10/31/1751 
’oquoson, VA 
1. 1797 

Mill Oct. 29, 1796 
irobated 

717/1797 York W 
U_ #23 pg. 484. 
n. 2ndly by 
ranees Baptist. 
/20/1787. 
irst wife Rebecca 


! John Moore 
b. 2/16/1718 
York Co VA 
m. 5/7/1749 
d. ca 1751-1752 
m. Elizabeth 
Freeman . Daughter 
Df Henry Freeman, 
b. 5/7/1729 
Poquoson, VA. 
d. By 7/1763 in 
York Co. 

Her husband John 
Moore (was called 
‘son-in-law”) in 
Henry Freeman’s 
Will and was an 
executor. 


2 Starkey Moore 
b. 10/30/1692 
York Co. VA. 
d. 4/20/1733. Will 
probated 
1/21/1734. Ann 

Moore_ 

administratrix, 
m. Ann Moore 
see pg. 37 for her 
ine. The Will is 
mutilated. The 
Will Bk. is so old 
York WB #18 
1732-40 pg. 53-54 . 
Another appraisal 
was ordered 
5/20/1745 and was 
returned 9/15/1745 
oy Peter Goodwin, 
Merritt Moore and 
Elwood Tabb; 
estate valued at L 
128 now. (W&I 
#XXpg. 2) 


John Moore 
b. ca 1640-50 in 
England, 
m. Oldest child 
was baptized 
11/17/1678. 
(C.P.R.) He died: 
4/25/1700. 
(C.P.R.) in York 
Co. 

8 children. 
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TEMPLE FARM (THE MOORE HOUSE) 


4 Ann Moore 

m. Starkey Moore of York Co. 
VA. She was 4 Ann Moore of 
this line. 

b. ca 1695-96. Elizabeth City 
Co. VA. 

m. Starkey Moore of York Co. 
and both died in York Co. 

7 children 

1. John Moore b. 1715 d. 1716 

2. Martha b. 1717 d 1717 

3. John Moore b. 2/16/1718 
m. Elizabeth Freeman 

4. Starkey Moore b. 10/26/1722 

5. Merritt Moore b. 5/13/1729 
d. 4/15/1790 will. 

6. Philip Moore b. 10/25/1731 

7. Ann Moore m. John 
Robinson 


r Ca ptain Augustine Moore 
b. Before 1652 

m. secondly:_ 

Sweeney. 


Sister of Edmund Sweeney 
Gentleman) in his Will, he left 
a rug to his brother-in-law Mr. 

Augustine Moore 10/19_. 

He was a Headright in 1697 on 
what had been his father’s 
patent. He was Sheriff of 
Elizabeth City Co. In 1704 he 
owned 285 acres. 

His children are learned from 
the Will of his brother John 
Moore in 1715. He was 
involved in the appraisal and 
settlement of estate of Elizabethl 
Merritt Moore. 

He married: 

1. Mary Wooley 

2. _Sweeney 


Augustine Moore 
b. ca 1619-1620 England 
d. Before 1689-99 Elizabeth 
City Co. VA 

Came to the colony before 
1652. 

m First Anne - bom in 
England. 

Second Elizabeth Merritt 


He died by 11/23/1688. He was 

Ison of_. 

John Moore 


|b. 1584 in England. Arrived in 
he colony on the Bono Nova 
1620. Age 36 years. Two years 
ater (1622) on the Abigail 
(Elizabeth Moore arrived. 
(Blanch Chapman W & I 


Elizabeth City Co.) 


Children: 

1. 4 Augustine Moore 
2. 4 William Moore 
3. 4 Edward Moore 
4. 4 John Moore 
5. 4 Merritt Moore 
6. 4 Daniel Moore 
7. 4 Martha Moore who married 
James Dixon of York Co. 

[8. 4 Ann Moore who married 
Starkey Moore of York Co. 


Later census shows: John 
Moore, wife, and child Robert 
Moore . They were living in 


Elizabeth City Co. 1625. 
(Hatten) ( Genealogies of VA 
Families). W&M series Volume 


tlipp. 782-783. He had 285 
[acres in Elizabeth City Co in 
1638. 

Chapman Willis & Adm 
Elizabeth City Co. 


His wife was probably “great 
with child” when he left 
England for the colony. Then 2 
years later, she came to VA 
bringing son Augustine Moore. 
Their child Robert died. 









This is an historical landmark only because Lord Cornwallis had to sign terms of 
surrender when the British had been defeated at Yorktown, October 1781. 

The farm was a part of a patent issued to Nicholas Martiau, March 14, 1639. Fifty acres 
from the grant was set-aside for the Town of York in 1691. The farm itself is on a small 
peninsula with a branch of Wormley’s Creek at the western boundary, which separated it 
from the Robert Gibbon’s Plantation, later sold to Stafford Cooke. York River bounds it 
on the east. 

Apparently, some kind of Worship Center was constructed there for remnants and 
particles of stone and marble indicate this. Hence, the name ‘Temple Farm” identified 
the place and it bore that name until the National Park Service purchased the place. 

For a number of years a Smith family owned the farm; Col. Edward Smith, son of Col. 
Lawrence Smith, married Agnes Sclater of York County. Their daughter, Mildred Smith 
married David Jamison and she is buried in a marked grave on the farm. The portion on 
which the dwelling (Moore House) was constructed was heired by Robert Smith and he 
sold it to Augustine Moore. He was a merchant and a speculator. 

Living in Poquoson in Charles Parish, York County, was Daniel (4) Moore of Elizabeth 
City County who had married a young widow—Elizabeth Slater, bom 1703. The Charles 
Parish Register , edited by Landon Bell has this record, “Elizabeth, relict of James Sclater 
and late wife of Daniel Moore died, December 30,1735. 

He married, secondly, Mary Llewellyn, widow of John Llewellyn and daughter of 
Anthony Watts. She was bom 1729; she died and his third wife was Mary Kerby, widow 
of Anthony Robinson, Jr. 

Among the court records in York County, the session held August 13, 1740, the Court 
ordered 1/3 of the slaves in the estate of Anthony Robinson, Jr., be delivered to Daniel 
Moore as his wife’s “widow’s third”. 

Daniel (4) Moore was the father of several children but only three were living when he 
died in 1767 (see Charles Parish Register for births and deaths of his children. Those that 
survived were: 

Mary (5) Moore bom October 27,1729 by first wife 
Augustine <5) Moore bom March 7, 1731 (C.P.R.) by first wife 
Martha (5) Moore bom May 1734 
Daniel (5> Moore bom December 25,1735 died 1739 

Daniel (4) Moore was referred to as “Gentleman”. He served as a Justice in York County 
and he was elected Sheriff of York County. His residence was in Charles Parish. His 
will was probated March 16,1767 (York Co. Va. Will Book. No. 21. page 323) It was 
dated February 12, 1767. He mentioned daughter, Martha Sweeney, son Augustine and 
named his wife Mary and son Augustine Moore to be executors. 
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His widow left her will dated April 5, 1774 but it was not proven until September 15, 
1788. In it she mentioned her daughter Mary Sweeney and son Anthony Robinson. She 
was the stepmother of Augustine Moore and they lived together following her husband’s 
death. Consider now the children of Daniel Moore: 

1. Mary (5) Moore , bom October 27, 1729-married Edward Tabb. Her will was 
probated April 19,1790 and his was proved March 15,1762 in York County. 
There were three Tabb children: 

(1) Elizabeth (6) Tabb who married_Smith 

(2) Augustine (6) Tabb 

(3) Fanny <6) Tabb who married_Powell 

2. Augustine (5) Moore bom March 1731. He married Lucy Smith. They had a son, 
Augustine Moore, Jr. bom January 21 and baptized February 16, 1766. Augustine, Jr. 
had died before his father wrote his will, 1788 (the codicil to it). He wrote his will 
November 1787 but July 20, 1788 he added a codicil. His estate passed to his sister’s 
children. 

3. Martha (5) Moore bom May 1734 married Mr._Sweeney 

4. Daniel (5) Moore bom December 25,1735 died 1739 

This is the Augustine Moore who purchased the Temple Farm from Robert Smith, 
February 20, 1769. He had married Lucy Smith and they were living in the house when 
the British signed the terms of Surrender, October 1781. 

Augustine Moore’s stepmother lived with them for she lived until 1788. 

Daniel (4) Moore never lived in “The Moore House”. His residence was “farther down 
the County”. 

“Miss Thelma” 

June 17,2002 


CHEESMAN’S/CHISMAN’S CREEK 

When the Crown offered tracts of land in the Virginia Colony to prospectors and 
explorers, John Cheesman was one of the first to take advantage of the offer. He arrived 
here on the Flying Hart in 1621. The following year his brother Edward/Edmund 
Cheesman came in the Providence . Both men sailed the local waters and patented vast 
tracts of land. 

At one time Captain John Cheesman had 600 acres of land on the “New Poquoson River” 
in Charles Parish (Nugent. Cavaliers and Pioneers pg. 69 ). When he returned to England, 
his brother Edmund Cheesman held the land here. There are patents, which give 
Cheesman’s Creek as both a northern and southern boundary. 

During the exploration period, Thomas Curtis arrived in the Colony. He purchased land 
from persons who held patents in both York County and Gloucester County. He took up 
residence on Mobject (Mobjack) Bay but his son Robert Curtis remained in York County. 
Robert (2) Curtis married Mary Cheesman . a daughter of Edmund Cheesman and two 
wealthy and politically powerful families were united. Marriage followed between them 
and Martiau, Reade, Chapman, Goodwin, Moss, and Patrick families. 





Edmund (5) Curtis III married Ann Cary, daughter of Captain Thomas Cary of Wind Mill 
Point in Warwick County. Their oldest daughter married John Cheesman/Chisman. 

When his estate was settled he left the home plantation to his son, Edmund Curtis IV, and 
the remainder of the estate divided among his other children and their descendants. 

Not long after the will was probated, the “other heirs” sold a plantation to James 
Ironmonger. A deed dated October 1836 describes this as “ Colley’s ” but the acreage is 
left blank on the deed. Witnesses were Joseph Nottingham, William Hopkins, James 
Ironmonger, and Cary James (York Co.. Va. Deed Book 12 pg. 167) . 

James Ironmonger had left Accomack County and relocated on the Back Creek 
Plantation, which earlier had been the Colonel Thomas Beale property, heired by 
Goodwin descendants. He added to this the Bay Trees tract from Allen Chapman so he 
already had 750 acres on Back Creek in Crab Neck/Seaford. 

He must have been a speculator, for he purchased and later sold a farm on Goose Creek 
that in recent years has become “Dawson Crescent”. He had been interested in the 
Howard land when part was sold to Alexander Weston. Each tract was heavily wooded 
and lumber and wood products were profitable and in demand at that time. 

Apparently, “Colley’s” was purchased as an investment. He died February 1859 and left 
“Colley’s” to his son Samuel Dunton Ironmonger. This meant that Capt. Samuel D. 
Ironmonger (named for his grandfather Jacob Dunton) had two plantations: one on Back 
Creek and one on Cheesman’s Creek. He chose to be living on the latter in the 1860’s so 
when the Civil War started, his home plantation was in the path of the Federal Forces in 
their Peninsula Campaign. 

While McClellan’s troops engaged in an encounter at Ship Point, they were encamped on 
Ironmonger’s home site. His daughter Alice Ironmonger, in a letter to a friend, wrote that 
at least twenty wells had been dug on the farm and devastation was everywhere. 

Captain Ironmonger’s oldest son, Lemuel Manning Ironmonger was in the Confederate 
Army and a younger son, William Wesley Ironmonger, who had enlisted, died from 
typhoid fever just before his eighteenth birthday. 

This gentleman contacted personally the Commanding Officer of the troops who were in 
Fish Neck/Dare and requested that Providence Methodist Church be respected for it was 
a “house of worship”. Providence really was spared while Zion Methodist Church was 
totally destroyed and Grafton Disciples of Christ Church was used as a stable. 

According to Samuel D. Ironmonger’s will he left the Fish Neck/Dare plantation to his 
oldest son, Lemuel M. Ironmonger. His family lived in the large Ironmonger dwelling 
situated on a point of land that faced both Chisman’s Creek and Poquoson River and it 
could be sighted equally as well from Goose Creek. Mr. Ironmonger reared three sons 
who were waterman. Three daughters married and two remained residents of York 
County. 

Two older sons, Frank and William Ironmonger, were Captains of large vessels operated 
out of Hampton so they reared families in that city. They remained Methodists and they 
and their wives are interred in the cemetery for Providence United Methodist Church. 
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The youngest son, Samuel D. Ironmonger (called “D”) was likewise a waterman. At one 
time the Frank Darling Seafood Company in Hampton owned and operated a “crab 
factory” on Chisman’s Creek, across the water on Wildey Road in Crab Neck. Crab 
scrapes were transported from Hampton to Chisman’s Creek where chicken feed and 
fertilizer were made. Capt. “D” Ironmonger and mate, Ellis Holston, from Fox Hill 
operated the vessel transporting all materials and finished products. 

In the August 23, 1933 storm, the Ironmonger colonial residence was badly damaged and 
was eventually demolished. This might be an interesting note: when the damaged house 
was dismantled, Lemuel Ironmonger’s daughter, Edith Ironmonger Smithers used the 
materials to construct for her a small retirement home. Such items as the mantel, doors, 
and beaded wooden strips added meaning as well as beauty to her small home. (She had 
lived during her married life in Norfolk) 

Still on “Colley’s” and the Curtis Ironmonger place are neat modem-waterfront home, 
descendants of James Ironmonger (1777-1854) 

I think my mother, Bessie Ironmonger, covered this in her book Thomas James book. 

To the right of the S.D. Ironmonger point of land was a little cove and a home. Mrs. 
“Nannie Jack” Crockett lived there. I guess the “Jack” was for her husband probably, 

Mr. Jackson Crockett. Her son drowned; he was the first husband of Mr. John Smith’s 
second wife. Edith Charles Crockett Smith. 

And even farther towards Poquoson River, Mr. Elmer Crockett lived. From whom did he 
get it? I know that Reginald Crockett was his son, Lettie Hall was his daughter, and a son 
named Earnest Crockett drowned. Two Crockett men who lived in that small area 
drowned under different circumstances. **(Mr. Elmer Crockett lived at the very end of 
what we now call Wynne Road. Mr. Crockett married secondly, Ida Pargoe Davis, and 
they had a son, Berkeley Crockett. Paul Wilford, Jr. owns the property and Keith 
Freeman rents the house.) 

Edmund (4) Curtis IV, oldest son of his father, heired the home seat on Chisman’s Creek. 
He was bom 8/22/1784. His wife was Martha Moreland, the widow of Edmund Tabb 
Chisman. (He helped settle Tabb Chisman’s estate for they were close friends; Tabb and 
Martha were first cousins—their mothers were sisters. (He was one of the executors) 

Edmund Curtis and Martha Moreland Chisman Curtis were married only about fifteen 
years when she died leaving three little girls: Diana (7) Tabb Curtis bom 1809/10; Martha 
Frances Curtis bom December 21, 1811 and Ann Cary Curtis bom 1814. 

Their father never remarried. By the time that he died, the children had married. 

(Young ladies then married at very early age). 

The second daughter, Martha Frances Curtis, married Edmond Thomas Wynne from 
Warwick County. (There had been earlier Curtis-Wynne marriages.) This daughter, 
Martha, had heired one third of her father’s 198-acre farm. Soon they purchased the 
remainder of the home and farm from the other two sisters who had married and lived 
elsewhere in the County. 
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W Prior to the Civil War the nearly 200-acre plantation was under cultivation. There were 

26 slaves on the place. The older sons assisted their father in managing the plantation. 
There were six sons and two daughters. 

^Most of the families in Fish Neck/Dare worshipped in Providence Methodist Church but 
the Curtis/Wynne family, after the dissolving of Charles Parish Episcopal Church, were 

M communicants at Grafton Disciples of Christ (or better known as Grafton Christian 

Church). They traveled that distance in their horse drawn carriages. 

Then came the invasion by Federal troops stationed at Ft. Monroe led by General 
McClellan. The home was not burned but the fields lay barren. The livestock was taken 
either for slaughter or as draft animals. The soldiers invaded the smoked meat houses 

H and fowl were picked-up from the yard. Devastation was experienced by families who 
were descendants of the “Founding Father’s” of the United States. 

M Even the dwelling was searched for food and special items. Someone said that Mrs. 
Wynn hid meat and other foodstuff inside the ceiling of the porch. 

The Wynne’s had eight children: six sons and two daughters. All four of the oldest sons 
enlisted in the Confederate Army though they were mere lads. Imagine the anxiety when 

H Edmund Thomas Wynne, Jr. enlisted in Williamsburg, May 27,1861. He was a second 

lieutenant when he was killed in action at the Battle of Sharpsburg. A friend who had 
lived in adjoining neighborhood, Robert T. White and Darius Moreland, who lived “up 

M toward Grafton” fell in that same battle. Another York County youth, Edward T. Winder 

was marching beside these young soldiers when White fell. He had to “press on” mid the 
action and he survived. (As a married man, years later he purchased and owned “Great 
Gibbons” over on Lakeside Drive) 

PM 

The second Wynne son, John Wynne , signed up with the Warwick Beauregardes which 

m became Company H, 32nd Virginia Infantry. He was a casualty in the Battle at Drewry’s 

Bluff, May 16,1864. He was buried there. 

Francis Wynne , called “Frank” became a part of the “York Rangers” which became 
Company I, 32nd Virginia Infantry. He was an active participant in the Battle of Malvern 
Hill, July 1, 1862. He fell in that bloody and memorable conflict. 

The fourth Wynne son, Richard (called Dick) likewise enlisted. He became a corporal, 
then a sergeant. He transferred to Company B, 3rd Virginia Cavalry, and July 27, 1864. 
He survived the rigors of war but he returned home in poor physical condition. He later 
became a minister and a teacher; he left Fish Neck/Dare (“Poquoson’s War Between the 
States” bv Frank T. Carmines. 1992 ). 
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After the war, the family remained on the land and adjusted to a “reconstruction period”. 
With land almost fallow and farm animals seized by invading forces. Through 
perseverance and strength of character, the farm was in operation again. 


Mary Elizabeth Wynne bom January 20, 1844, married Frederick B. Minson. There were 
four children. She was known as “Mollie E.” and she was a granddaughter of Edmund 
Curtis IV. 





















He was a son of Thomas <6) Minson and Mary Elliott his wife and a grandson of Thomas 
Minson and wife Sarah Curtis, a daughter of Edmund (4) Curtis. This makes one wonder 
how far up Cheesman’s Creek Edmund (4) Curtis owned land. There had been an earlier 
Curtis-Jordan-Minson intermarried—people who lived on “Wolf Trap Road” or “head of 
Chisman’s Creek.” 

Mollie Wynne and Frederick B. Minson were married November 17, 1868 at “York 
Point” in Crab Neck. There were four children: one never married; a daughter died at 
age 13 years; an infant 1874 d. 1875; and a daughter, Lucy Power Minson bom 
November 20,1876 and died in 1963. She had married Welford Frayser. (Hansford 
Curtis Family page 102 . The Wynne Family of York. Warwick, and James City by 
Mvler Johnson starts on page 115. ) 

The younger daughter of Edmund T. Wynne and Martha (Patsy), his wife, was Lucy 
Martin Wynne bom in 1868. She married William S. Howard who lived on Poquoson 
River section of Dare. They made their home in Hampton. 

The youngest son of Edmund and Martha (Patsy) Wynne was James Cornelius Wynne , 
bom December 13, 1847 and he married Lucy Elizabeth Wade, a daughter of Chidley 
Wade and his wife, Ann Cary Curtis Wade. (This was the Chidley Wade who lived at the 
Pescud Farm on Oriana Road. Elizabeth McWilliam Fletcher who heired it from her 
father Thomas Pescud sold it after her Fletcher marriage to Christopher Curtis, who gave 
it to his daughter Ann Curtis Wade. Only three of their children survived. 

James C. Wynne married secondly, Ann A. Gray, in 1893 but there were no children. He 
died January 11, 1911. 

When his estate sale was held at the Wynne Farm in Dare on Cheesman’s Creek, my 
father, J. Wesley Ironmonger, rowed a bateau from his father’s pier up Goose Creek to 
the auction. He and his wife had just started furnishing their new home. Father 
purchased a washstand and a Prayer table. That was about all the items that would fit in 
his small boat. 

When painted furniture became fashionable these two bedroom pieces were covered with 
lavender lacquer. Later they got a coat of white paint (in fact, several coats to cover the 
lacquer). Years later when people began to cherish antiques, my mother realized that she 
had two pieces of rather old furniture. These were sent to an antique repair and 
restoration shop and two lovely pieces of furniture were placed in her living room. When 
her estate was settled, my sister claimed the table and I, Thelma Hansford, have in a 
bedroom the wash stand - my sister later let me have the table and it sets in my present 
residence in Sander’s Retirement Community in Gloucester. 

The youngest child of James C. and Lucy Elizabeth (Betty) Wynne was Lucv Frances 
Wynne , bom 1886 and died 1976. She married William A. Smith and their family 
lineage has been developed by Robert E. White in Ancestry and Descendants of Peter B. 
Smith and Catherine G. Smith, written 1984 . 

Many Wynne descendants are buried in the family graveyard—Curtis-Wynne Family 
Cemetery in Dare on Boathouse Creek, the southern boundary of the Edmund (6) Curtis 



IV plantation—later Wynne Farm on Cheesman’s Creek. The graveyard is on the right 
side of Wynne Road. 

Edmund Thomas Wynne died May 15, 1885 and Martha, called Patsy, followed him 
January 6,1892. Both were buried in the Curtis-Wynne Grave yard on the farm and 
graves are marked. The Curtis-Wynne plantation remained in the family for many years 
thereafter. 

Between the Cheesman’s Creek plantation and “Colleys” owned by S. D. Ironmonger, 
and descendants, is another small tract of land widely known as the Smith’s Railway. 
Robert E. White (now deceased) did some research about this and learned that the land 
itself was also a part of the Edmund Curtis holdings. 

He found that “ Edmund Curtis. Sr. conveyed three acres to Cary W. Crockett, February 
22,1848 ( York Deed Book 14. page 340-341) parcel known as “Warepoint” bound on 
the south by land of Edmund Curtis, Sr.; by a cove on the west and a cove on the 
northeast and by Cheesman’s Creek on the north”. 

Crockett operated a small railway there. 

In early 1850’s two Smith brothers left Mathews County and took up residences in York 
County in the Fish Neck/Dare Community. John Perrin Smith purchased this plot of land 
from Cary Crockett. (The Crockett’s, for the most part were across Cheesman’s Creek in 
Crab Neck/Seaford.) 

That “infant business” became the “John Smith Railway” which is still in operation as 
Smith’s Marine Railway. 

(See Ancestry and Descendants of Peter B. Smith by Robert E. White for a study of the 
Smith family.) 

When the Wynne estate was settled, the Curtis/Wynne farm was sold “out of the family”. 

The Godfrey’s, (three adults) made it their home for years. The Godfreys came here 
from New York or New Jersey. There was the mother, Georgia Godfrey, two sons, Harry 
married to Isabel, Edward married to Edith, and Edith’s sister Elizabeth who was married 
to Walter Whitehead. They had a beautiful peach orchard on the property that is now 
owned by Billy Nunn and Isabell Hall Atlee. Lots of people in Dare worked at the 
Godfrey’s peach orchard in the summer and some men worked longer pruning the trees, 
etc. Peaches were hauled by truck to various cities. K. T. Smith said he was the “water 
boy” during the summer. He carried water out into the orchard to the people picking 
peaches. Edith Hogg used to keep the books; her brother, Elmer Wood, drove one of the 
trucks that hauled peaches; Johnny Dawson worked there, Emma Burcher used to pick 
peaches. She said the fuzz off the peaches mixed with perspiration caused you to be 
really miserable—made you itch. The Godfrey’s had borrowed money from the 
government to start their business and during the depression the business went bankrupt. 
After the property was sold the Godfrey’s bought property down on the lower end of 
Dare Road —now 1200 block of Dare Road— James Isaac Moore, used to have a 
railway on the property and built log boats. The property is now owned by Freeman’s 
and is located across from Clyde Thomas Moore. “Miss” Edith Godfrey, her daughter. 














Betty and Mr. and Mrs. Whitehead lived there. Mr. Whitehead was an artist. He painted 
pictures for several people in Dare-— Sue Wood’s and Ida Moore's home and numerous 
other pictures. He was selected to paint the pictures of all the Virginia State Police that 
had been killed “in the line of duty”. The pictures were at the Mariner’s Museum at one 
time. While he was in Richmond doing this—he decided to take a break—went to the 
outskirts of Richmond and painted a scene with trees, small knoll, etc. He gave the 
picture to Edith Hogg. 

The Godfrey’s and Whitehead’s are buried at Providence Methodist Church. 


Some of the property was purchased by William and Sue Nunn and Lewis Harvey Hall 
from Newport News—a lawyer by profession. Mr. Hall already had family ties in Dare 
for his mother, Mary Anne White was a daughter of the Reverend John French White and 
she had spent her youthful years on Cheesman’s Creek. 

Mary Anne White married Lewis H. Hall and Lewis Harvey Hall, Jr. was their son. (He 
had graduated from Morrison High School in the same class with Delia Green, Lois 
Moore, Ora White, Pearl Gaines, Nellie Wilson and Thelma Ironmonger) 

Following his academic and legal training, he practiced his profession in Newport News 
and Hampton. His wife, Isabel, was a Texas native and she was extremely active in 
historical and patriotic organizations. She served as Regent of the Comte-de-Grasse 
Chapter, National Society of the Daughter’s of the American Revolution, 1965-71. 

The Hall’s only child, Isabel Hall, likewise became involved in Jurisprudence. She 
married Richard Atlee, an attorney, and the Atlee family are the present residents of the 
beautiful home on broad Cheesman Creek, part of the land explored by John and Edmund 
Cheesman and home to Cheesmann-Curtis family for generations. 

Isabel is a judge, over one of the lower courts in Gloucester County. 

Another recent family to possess and occupy another section of that farm were/are the 
Nunn family. Vance Nunn and Sue had a home on a small cove on the western part of 
the farm. Their son William (Billy) and wife. Hazel, constructed their home on Wynne 
Road which leads to the family graveyard and a point of land on Boathouse Creek and 
Cheesman’s Creek. Billy is the survivor; has remarried; his daughter, Nancy has built a 
beautiful home overlooking Cheesman’s Creek. They have raised cattle on the farm. 

Other modem developments, including the Dare Marina, have occurred on that early 
Cheesman/Curtis property with Railway Road running through the tract. 

The Amoco Oil Refinery built a plant on York River in the Goodwin Neck Community. 
To service this a spur line of railroad and a VEPCO plant were needed. The tax base in 
the County changed. Management for these companies relocated in York County. New 
residents appeared throughout the Grafton District Area. 











WHITE: 

Martha Washington James (daughter of Thomas (6) James) was bom 1800 and she 
married, John A. White called “Jack”. He was a grandson of Thomas James, the Clerk of 
Kingston Parish, Mathews County (formerly part of Gloucester County) February 9, 

1822. They had seven children but only two are a part of this story: 

1. Arthur Bennett White 

2. John French White 

1. Arthur Bennett White , bom 1823, married Mary Davis (note that the Davis’s in 
Mathews County were relocating in York County mainly due to the large stands of pine 
and hardwood trees. Many men were waterman and boat builders —York’s wooded acres 
supplied their needed materials.) 

He purchased a sizable piece of land on the south side of Cheesman’s Creek near “Tabb” 
that a Davis relative had gotten. It may have been a portion of the Cheesman/Curtis 
holdings. (York County Deed Books would show the transfer of that property.) He 
married Mary Davis and they had three children: 1. Eudora . 2. Mary D . and 3. Arthur B. 
White. Jr. 

Although he was a family man, he felt the need to enlist and try to correct such Federal 
Government actions as did occur off Chisman's and Goose Creek’s as Gen. McClellan 
and the forces at Fort Monroe marched and moved military machinery and supplies this 
small section of York County. 

He was mortally wounded during the Battle of Sharpsburg, Maryland, March 21, 1861. 

He was buried there. First Sergeant White, Company K had enlisted at Ship Point 
February 20, 1862. (Poquoson War Between the States 1861-1865 by Frank Tavlor 
Carmines, page 37— his picture is on page 37A) 

1. Eudora White bom_married Robert Bray Moreland, a son of John 

Tabb Moreland and his first wife Mary Wright Moreland. They had four 
children: 

A. Hugh M. Moreland b. May 17, 1879 

B. Annie Moreland b. 1883 

C. Nellie Moreland b. 1886 

D. Alphonso Moreland b. 1890 

( ref. Thomas James by Ironmonger page 3011 

Of the children, A. Hugh Moreland was a Councilman in Hampton. He died December 
21, 1938 and was buried in the cemetery at Grafton Disciples of Christ Church. His 
obituary in the Daily Press stated that he died on a hunting trip. He was survived by three 
daughters. 

B. Annie Moreland , born 1883, married George Rouse and they had a son, George Parke 
Rouse, Jr. 

C. Daughter— Nellie Moreland, bom 1886, married Stewart C. Slaven of Washington, 

D. C.; both are buried in the Providence Church Cemetery. There were no children. 
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D. Alphonso Bray Moreland, bom 1890. Died unmarried in 1946. 

2. Mary D. White died unmarried. 

3. Arthur B. White, Jr. grew to adulthood but he never married. 

2. John French White likewise served in the Confederate Army. He was bom July 13, 

1834. His wife was Martha Cowles Davis, a daughter of Edward and Amelia F. Davis 
who lived at the head of Chisman's Creek. Robert E. White has given us the history of 
his grandfather’s lifetime activities. After returning home at the end of the Civil War he 
became a local Methodist minister. While he was not assigned as a pastor in a specific 
church, he was licensed by York County Court and he performed marriages and funerals 
in both Providence and Zion Methodist Churches. He likewise assisted during summer 
revivals in those churches and he was often the guest speaker on special occasions. 

This family lived on the north side of Chisman’s Creek but most of their activities and 
associates were in Dare and among those inhabitants. They were members of Providence 
Church and they identified themselves with Dare folks. However, one of his sons made 
his home on the south side of Cheesman’s Creek and he and his family were a part of the 
Dare Community. 

A. Jethro White , son of John French White, lived at the upper part of Cheesman Creek 
beside another cove that separates his property from the Wolf Trap area. His land 
holdings were developed by Harry Copley and homes line street or roads named 
Albacore Drive; Cobia Drive; Marlin Circle, Tarpon Drive; Dolphin Drive; and Jethro 
Lane. 

Mr. White married a widow, Mrs. Louise Daniels Acree. They had 3 sons: John French 
White II, Percy, and William (Billy). John French and Billy had homes on the same 
White holdings. John was employed in the Newport News Shipyard (died unexpectedly 
on the job). Billy was employed in the Shipyard for a few years then became an 
insurance salesman. He engaged himself in Community endeavors throughout York 
County: the County Welfare Board; Kiwanis Club; and American Red Cross. Percy was 
a Methodist minister. John French and his wife, Lucy Ann Tillage, built a home on the 
White property shortly before he died. Billy and his wife, Virginia, lived in the “home 
place”. After Billy’s death, Virginia lived there until December 2003**. Percy, a 
Methodist Minister, lived in numerous areas. 

See: Thomas James by Elizabeth Ironmonger and Ancestry & Descendants of John 
French White by Robert E. White. 

At least two local historians (Bob White and Bessie Ironmomger) have written family 
histories about people who migrated from Kingston Parish in Mathews County to York 
County following the American Revolution. Both mentioned Edward Davis who married 
Mary White, daughter of William and Elizabeth White and had six children. His 
gravestone marker in Providence Methodist Church Cemetery shows his birth date April 
16, 1793 and he died September 6, 1840. There are two men named Edward Davis—one 
married Mary White and the other married a lady named Amelia. 

Elizabeth Virginia Davis (1831-1900) was very active in Providence Methodist Church 
and helped promote the Missionary program in her church. Mrs. Elizabeth (Bessie) Hogg 







Ironmonger often mentioned how “Miss Lizzie” would walk from “Fish Neck” to 
Wormley’s Creek where her mother Fannie Bett Hogg lived. She brought her copy of the 
Methodist Missionary Magazine and together they read aloud the articles. Also she 
collected the pennies from the tiny “mite box” into which the Hogg children dropped 
their few pennies. 

Bessie, as a small child, absorbed that church influence and as an adult she was actively 
involved in the Woman’s Missionary Society in her own church—Zion Methodist 
Church. She taught the “mission study courses” annually after receiving instructions 
through the Virginia Methodist Conference Mission Study Centers. 

“Miss Lizzie’s” oldest brother, John Edward Davis (1846-1921) married Margaret Susan 
Crockett (1853-1923), a daughter of Captain John Tyler Crockett of Crab Neck. 
(Crockett’s were settled across Cheesman’s Creek in that community) They owned a 
small farm just north of Mr. Merritt Moore’s home on Dare Road. (It could have been 
purchased from Mr. Moore—deed would show transfer of property.) There was a short 
lane from Link Road to the dwelling house and it faced the open waters of Poquoson 
River. (Was this later included in the property that the Sheriff family and Cowles Hogge 
later owned?) ** Delma’s comment—I don’t think so-—Mr. Billy Moore and my Great 
uncle “Beauregard” Moore lived in that area. Mr. Elmer Crockett lived at the end of 
Wynne Road.) 

In this Davis household there were five daughters and only one son: (1) Anna Davis 
married Joseph Crockett as his first wife. She died and he married 2ndly, his sister-in- 
law (2) Frances Davis . The Joe Crockett family had a rather nice Victorian style home in 
the village of Grafton. Beside the residence, Mr. Crockett operated a store selling general 
merchandise, including some jewelry. (Wesley Ironmonger from Crab Neck purchased a 
gold signet ring for his “girl friend’s” Christmas present December 1908. Miss Mattie 
Crockett (later Worthington) from Crab Neck was the clerk who served him. 

In later years, Harry Riley, who married, Mary Lou, a daughter of Mr. D. D. White, lived 
in the Crockett residence and operated a hardware store. The Crockett’s had three 
children: Wendell, Margaret, and another daughter. After both parents died, the children 
as adults left York County. 

(Joe and Fanny Crockett are probably laid to rest in the Cemetery at Providence United 
Methodist Church) 

3. Miss Mamie Davis bom August 20, 1885, died September 19, 1980; she and her 
brother |4) Oscar Davis, lived together at their parents home. He was bom May 3, 1880 
and he died November 17, 1955. Neither ever married. The 5th daughter, Margaret 
Davis (needs more research.) Finally, (6) Grace Davis attended Blackstone College for 

girls. She married and had one son. _Conlon. I don’t know his first name. 

She did not live in York County following her marriage. 

J 

Living nearby in Fish Neck/Dare was John Edward Davis’ sister, Sarah Frances Davis 
(1828-1859), who married Captain Alex Weston and his sister, Mary Ann Davis, who 
married Arthur W. White, Sr.; his sister Rosanna Davis was the wife of the Reverend 
George Trimyer, the Methodist minister who served both Providence and Zion Church. 
They resided in Grafton and they sold their old “Moreland home” to the Methodist 










Churches to be used as a parsonage. Both Rev. Trimyer and his wife are interred in 
Providence Methodist Church Cemetery—even quite close to the building itself. 

Sister, Lucy Rebecca Davis (December 9, 1838-March 10, 1914) married Captain Allen 
Acree. So many men at that time were sea captains for produce and people moved by 
waterways in boats of all sizes. Norfolk and Baltimore were the market places that 
awaited the products from farms, the wooded areas, and rivers, especially oysters. 

The Acree’s lived across Cheesman’s Creek and at the very “head” cove where their 
dwelling place bounded the Lewis Hansford, Sr’s, small farm. Seaford Road runs 
through the Acree farm and on the Creek/Cove “Ellerson Court”, a part of Heritage 
Hamlet has been developed in recent years. 

The youngest Davis sister, Martha Cowles Davis (1840-1917) was the wife of John 
Edward White. 



The big Acree house on north side of Seaford Road had a large front porch. In the yard 
there was a well for family water. One of Mrs. Acree’s small children fell into the well 
and drowned. It was said that the mother, Mrs. Acree, though very pregnant, lay on the 
ground and tried desperately to save her drowning child. I presume that child’s grave is 
in Providence Cemetery. The entire place is now wooded; it is next door (or beside) the 
dwelling of the late Tom Shields. 

SHIP POINT 

Thomas D. Hudgins and his wife Lucine/Lucv (also bom a Hudgins) had moved from 
Mathews County to York County and made their home at Ship’s Point before the Civil 
War. Just who had owned that property would require some research among York 
County Deeds. However, Bob White, in his story about his White ancestry stated that it 
was Thomas and Lucy Hudgins who persuaded the White’s to relocate on Cheesman’s 
Creek at a plantation called “Tabb’s”, January 1846. 


There were two women from Providence Methodist Church who attended Blackstone 
College—a Methodist institution. 


The Kingston Parish Register shows Lucina (Lucy) Hudgins bom 10/17/1815—daughter 
of John and Catherine Hudgins. She died 12/16/1897. 


While at Blackstone, Grace Davis roomed with Carrie White (Moore) from Tabernacle 
Church in Poquoson (I boarded in the Mrs. Carrie White Moore home and attended 
Poquoson High School for 9 th and lO 01 grades). 

Across Chisman’s Creek in Seaford (Crab Neck area) lived Mr. Ira Acree who married 
Miss Catherine/Katherine Mills and their children were: 

1. Mastin Acree 

2. Grace Acree 

3. Hugh Acree 

It was this Grace Acree who married Jones and taught school in Newport News and was 
much attached to Providence Methodist Church. They crossed the creek in a bateau and 
attended public school in Fish Neck (Dare). 

(The Acree's were very much attached to Providence Church although “Miss Cattie” 
(Catherine) did belong to the Women’s Missionary Society for Zion Methodist Church. 
Mr. Acree died and his widow married secondly, Mr. Elmer (Elma) White a bachelor also 
from Dare area. 

The Acree farm was sold to Bob White and has been developed into a housing unit on 
Seaford Road across from Seaford Elementary School. 

Mr. Ira Acree was a brother to Lucy Hogg/Hogge and I called her “Cousin Lucy” for her 
husband Fitzhugh Lee Hogg was first cousin to my grandfather, William (Billy) Hogg 
who married Fannie Bett Winder. Cousin Lee Hogg/Hogge and Cowles Hogge’s father 
(William) were brothers and “ Cousin Willie Hogge ” married Rosa White—also identified 
with the Providence Methodist Church and “Fish Neck”-Dare. See also Bob White’s 
genealogies. 





Living in York County when the 1860 census was taken, names of their children are 
given: Mary Eliza age 21; Eugene age 14 years; Martha R. age 12 years; Theophilus 
aged 10 years; Kiturah age 8;Thomas age 6 years; Jesse age 3 years. **( See Page 73 of 
the book “Yorktown As I Remember by Lucy Hudgins O’Hara- thev had 9 children-one 
died very young.) 

Theophilus Hudgins , bom November 18, 1850, married Malvina Powell, May 14, 1867, 
with the wedding performed in Providence Methodist Church (see marriages in York 
County by Vincent Watkins) . The Hudgins families were active members of that church 
and at one time in charge of preparing the elements for Communion Sunday— 
commemorating the Last Supper. He died March 15, 1917. 

The family lived at Ship’s Point on Cheesman’s Creek but later relocated in Yorktown. 
The Hudgins dwelling was directly across from the Court House—on the hill—on 
Ballard Street. Mr. Theophelous Hudgins was Clerk-of-the-York County Court. 

There were eight children: Bertha, Kenneth, Thomas, Ora Mae (who died young), Lillie, 
Thurman, Mary and Lucy. **( See page 73 of Mrs. O’Hara’s book—8 children) 

1. Bertha Hudgins , (b.1877) married Jacob Irving Wainwright from an established Dare 
family. They lived in Yorktown; their home faced the historic Nelson House. Children 
were Theodore Wainwright, Irving Wainwright, and Elizabeth Wainwright. All three 
relocated in Richmond but until this present year. Miss Elizabeth Wainwright remained 
in the Yorktown home. Bertha Hudgins Wainwright celebrated her 100th birthday. 

2. Lillie, married Charles Archer Walthall and they lived in Yorktown on Nelson Street— 
just past the Nelson House (I just knew her as a member of D.A.R.; we were hostesses 
together at a meeting one time—held in the old Custom House.) 

3. Lucy Hudgins married Mr. Leslie O’Hara. They managed the Yorktown Hotel from 
1914 until 1923. They had a Dutch colonial house built across from the monument. 
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4. A son,_Hudgins married and lived in Yorktown also. His home was on 

Buckner Street. 



More recently, Eric Sheriff, brother-in-law to Cowles Hogg has had a new home built 
where Mr. Willie Moore had lived. Dare now has many “new faces” all of which adds to 
its being a “nice place to live”. 


There was another Hudgins family in Dare. In the James book (“ Thomas James. Clerk of 
Kingston Parish” by Elizabeth (Bessie) Ironmonger. Page 282 ). I found this: “Emory 
Ann Eliza White, daughter of Joseph Davis White and his wife, Miriam Marshall. James 
White was bom August 31,1822 (Bible record) married Sanda Hudgins and had five 
children. Their first child was: Albert F. Hudgins , bom July 17,1811. He married Sarah 
Crockett , a daughter of Thomas Crockett of York County. 

He served in the Confederate Army as a Private, in Company F, 5th Regiment, Virginia 
Cavalry and he provided his own horse. On May 11,1864, he was captured in Hanover 
County. He was sent to Ft. Monroe but was transferred to a prison in Point Look Out in 
Maryland. From there he was imprisoned in Elmira, New York until the war ended and 
he was released. 

Back in York County he taught school; at one time, he was the teacher in the “Comer 
Pine”. A one-room school situated in Dandy and Capt. Billy Hogge (William H. Hogg, 
father of Judge Wm. E. Hogg) was one of his pupils. 

He and his wife, Sarah had three children: Floyd Hudgins, Edna Hudgins, and Hunter 
Pocahontas Hudgins. The family eventually left York County and lived in Newport 
News where they engaged in business. 

Sometime after the Hudgins family left Ship Point, the family of Angelo Jennings 
became occupants. Mr. Jennings was elected Commissioner of Revenue by York County 
voters and was a very popular public figure. Today many families live on Ship Point. 

Mr. Jennings and his son Billy, farmed the land prior to Mr. Jennings becoming the 
Commissioner of Revenue. 

On another cove off Hodges Cove several families have relocated where living is more 
restful after working daily in offices or in noisy factories. The grave for George D. Cole 
(1892-1961) is in the cemetery at Grace Episcopal Church in Yorktown. Mrs. Cole 
served as organist in that quaint church many years. Their son, George, was an Episcopal 
minister and Professor at College of William and Mary. He lived in Queen’s Lake and 
later came to live at their home place off Ship Point Road in Dare. He died 2003. 





TENNIS FAMILY: 

Donnock Dennis (spelled various ways: Dennock (h) , Denack (h) , Donagh) was in 
Northampton County, Virginia, July 31,1661, when he married Elice Nebulian. 
( Northampton Co.. Va. Wills, deeds, etc. 1657-1666. page 114) . He probably is the same 
person as Tonath (Tonnatko) Dennis who appears as a headright November 27,1657, in a 
patent that was granted to William Roberts for land in Northampton Co., Va. (Nugent, 
Cavaliers, and Pioneers—Virginia Land Patents 1623-1800, page 353 and 356 ). 

He married Ellis Neheuallin. (This was an Irish family) There were seven children. By 
1735 the name had become Tennis and Accomack Co. Court records have Joshua Tennis 
(1) from Maryland marrying Sarah Holloway and their 6 th child Richard Tennis (2) 
(1797-1841) marrying Ann Brittingham . a daughter of John B. Brittingham of Elizabeth 
City County (now Hampton, VA.) 

The Tennis and Crockett families likewise intermarried for Crockett’s also originated in 
Accomack County, Virginia. From Accomack County the Tennis family members 
migrated to Elizabeth City County and Hampton. The old Thomas Hansford farm and 
Brittingham/Tennis farm near Back River merged into one residence. 

By 1827 Richard and Ann Brittingham Tennis left Fox Hill and moved to a farm on 
Cheesman’s Creek in Fish Neck/Dare Community. They had a 100-acre farm (I don’t 
know from whom they purchased it). In 1841 Richard Tennis died and was buried in a 
family graveyard on the farm. The farm is now owned by Myrtle and John Dawson. The 
graveyard is near Cheesman’s Creek. The widow married secondly, Mercer Morris Burt, 
whose first wife had been a granddaughter of Edmund Curtis and she was a sister of the 
wife of Edmund T. Wynne. This made the families neighbors. 

In 1850, Ann Burt and her children asked York County Court to divide the land (York 
Orders Book 1849-51. page 402 ) possessed by the late Richard Tennis. Her children with 
their spouses are listed thus: 

“Richard Tennis and Elizabeth Tennis by Ann Burt their mother and friend; 


On that same Hodges Cove off Poquoson River the Jemigan family and Dr. Allen Combs 
and his wife have homes. I’ve already mentioned the Sheriffs. The older gentleman was 
bom in Scotland and was an engineer in building ships. That is responsible for his sailing 
the Atlantic and assuming much leadership there in the construction of ships. His family 
resided in Newport News until they “found” Dare, York County and the Poquoson River. 

Mr. Sheriffs son-in-law, Mr. Cowles Hogge, likewise was an executive in the Newport 
News Shipyard. He was already attracted to this York County Community for both of his 
parents are buried in the cemetery of Providence United Methodist Church. 


(The Burt sister who' married Tennis got the Mercer Burt Bible. All of the family records 
for her Tennis children (births, etc) were recorded in it and a copy is in the Virginia State 
Library in Richmond. In fact, I sent a copy to the Mormon Library in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. It might be found now on Internet—T.H.) 

William and John Tennis—ordered the tract of land which Richard Burt died seized 
be divided—between said Richard, Elizabeth, William, John, Susanna Shelton and 
James, her husband, Margaret Howard, her husband—after a third of the tract goes to 
Ann Burt, widow of Mercer Burt, deceased (York Co.. Va. Orders Book 1848-57. page 
402) . 














Ann Brittingham Tennis Burt was bom 1798 and she died May 10,1875. (From Albert 
Dawson Bible ) Her children were: 

1. Suzanna (or Susannah - ) Tennis , bom December 21, 1819, married James 
Shelton. 

2. Elizabeth Tennis , bom November 21,1821-died before 1850 census. 

3. William A. Tennis , born March 1829—died September 2, 1885. He married 
Martha Ann Burt, on December 25,1849, a daughter of Mercer Burt and his 
first wife Diana Tabb Curtis. 

William and Martha’s children were: 

"2. irl IJ 1 ’ ■ n 
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(a.) Robert Curtis Tennis (4) , bom 1850; died 1850. 

(b.) John William Tennis , bom 1851—married Rebecca Crockett, 
daughter of Cary and Elizabeth Crockett. 

(c.) Richard Burt Tennis , bom 1851—married Levenia Crockett, daughter 
of John T. and Mary Crockett. 

(d.) Edgar Melville Tennis , bom 1857 (This is Grace Perkins line, she 
lived behind my place—at head of Goose Creek) She died December 
2003, buried in Parklawn Cemetery, Hampton. 

(e.) Ann Eliza Tennis , bom 1857—married Hiram Crockett, son of John 
T. and Mary Crockett (Mr. John T. Crockett married, secondly, my 
great grandmother, Mary Couch, widow. (See Sparrer booklet by 
Thelma Hansford ). 

(f.) Jefferson Beauregard Tennis , bom 1861, died October 3, 1932— 
married Belle L. Amory, daughter of Thomas and Roberta Amory. 
They are buried in the Grafton Disciples of Christ Cemetery. 

(g.) Robert Mercer Tennis, bom 1863; died 1943—married Betty P._ 

Bom 1857; died 1924 (tombstone). 

(h) Albert Tennis, bom 1866—married Mary Lawson, bom 1869; 
died 1936. 

(i) Leonard Tennis, bom 1869. 

(j) Charles Tennis bom 1871. 

(k) Edmund Tennis, bom 1874; died 1874. 

4. The 4 th child of Richard and Ann Tennis was Ann Elizabeth Tennis , bom 
December 2, 1830 and died March 29, 1892. She married William Dawson who lived 
“across the creek” on Goose Creek. (She is buried in the cemetery at Providence United 
Methodist Church) 

William Dawson was bom September 5,1826 (from the Tennis Bible) . In census he was 
classified as a sailor for many men at that time worked on the creeks and rivers. The 
Oyster business was most profitable. Their boat/vessels of all sizes were needed and 
many men on the Cheesman Creek were boat builders, not only in the boat construction 
but also in the equipment and maintenance. 

This Dawson-Tennis family lived in Fish Neck/Dare on Tennis land and worshipped in 
Providence United Methodist Church. 

They had six children and some genealogy is needed to tell more of this Cheesman Creek 
family. 







1. John Richard Dawson bom 1855 (from 1880 census), died in 1915. He 
married l sl Rosanna Davis , bom 1859 (tombstone shows 1857); died April 
13, 1878 with Reverend Spiller, Pastor of Providence performing 
ceremony. She died and Mr. Dawson married 2 nd Sarah Malissa Moore, 
December 1893, b. 1871, d. 1937. There were no children. (In my notes, 

I have written that at the first marriage, Lucy Charles and Molly Green 
were witnesses to the Dawson-Davis marriage. (She was sister to 
Jefferson Davis and John Davis who married Fannie Buchanan.) 

2. Virginia Ann Dawson , bom May 22, 1856, died August 10, 1933, and is 
buried at Zion Methodist Church. She married Jefferson Tyler Crockett, a 

son of Mr. John T. Crockett and his first wife_Tennis. This 

family lived across Cheesman’s Creek and up Goose Creek on a part of 
the Crockett Farm. They had 9 children: 

a. Judson Crockett, bom 1878, married Belle Lindsay (Esther Crockett 
Womom’s parents) 

b. Mary Elizabeth Crockett, bom 1881; died 1951, married Isaac Sparrer and she 
was my “Aunt Lizzie Sparrer” for “Uncle Isaac was Grandma Ironmonger’s 
brother). They lived on part of the Crockett farm and were “next door 
neighbors” of my parents. 

c. George W. Crockett, bom and died 1883 

d. William Winton Crockett, bom 1886, died 1951, married Frances White and 
had Ashton, Kathleen, Ruth, Lauretta—all deceased except Ruth. This 
Crockett home was/is on Seaford Road, on Crockett land, directly across from 
the Seaford Post Office. 

e. Viola Crockett, bom 1889, died 1910 married & buried in Gloucester County, 
VA. 

f. Vera Bell Crockett, bom 1892; died? married Floyd Wood—children lived in 
Denbigh on Rt. 60. 

g. John Tyler Crockett, bom 1896, died 1949; married Clara Dawson, a daughter 
of Humphrey Dawson and his wife Sarah Green. Flis home was on Crockett 
land on Goose Creek but was later moved to Seaford Road opposite the 
remnants of the Crockett farm. 

h. Theodore Syphron Crockett, bom 1898, died 1927, married Minnie Hogge 
from Dandy, one child Syphron Crockett, Jr. 

i. Lois Christine Crockett, bom 1900, died 1967, married Jeff White, a son of 
Pelham White and his wife, Lucy Wray Moore (ex. Wife of William 
“Beauregard” Moore). There were two children: Shirley White Sutton whose 
home is directly across Seaford/Back Creek Road from my home and Godwin, 
who married and lived in Poquoson—is now deceased.) 

3. Mary Lee Dawson , bom 1861; died 1930, married Jefferson Davis. She 
was his second wife. 

Children: 

. J 

a. Grace Davis, bom 1899, died 1990; she married 1 Linwood Miller, bom 
1893, died 1961; 2 nd Joseph Hurman, bom 1894, died 1967. Linwood and 
Grace had a daughter, Elsie May. Joe and Grace had 2 sons: Joseph, Jr. and 
Carlton Hurman. Joseph, Sr. was from Holland. Grace, Joe, Sr., and Carlton 
are buried at Providence. Joe and Grace lived on Dandy Loop Road off 
Back Creek. 




b. William (Willie) Lee Davis, bom 1893, died 1961, married 1 st Iona, b. 1848 
d. 1928, buried at Providence. 2 nd , Ella Womom, bom, 1906 died 1936 and 
then he married 3 rd Sallie. Ella and Willie had 4 children: 2 died as infants; 
Mary Ann Davis married Edward Williamson and William, Jr. (Billy). Sally 
and Willie had a daughter, Mildred Davis, she never married. Willie, Sr. 
lived on the Davis home place on what is now called Allen’s Mill Road. 

c. Nettie Davis, bom 1902, died 1956, married Enos Hogge from Dandy area of 
York County. (She is buried at Providence) There were 3 children. 

4. Clifton Baker “called Baker” Dawson, bom 1874, died 1946, married 
Bessie Hall bom 1883, died 1982 (almost 100 years old) Their only child-- 
Eunice married 1 st Samuel Wood, bom 1890, died 1936—they had one 
child Doris bom 8/15/1927, married Edwin Jordan bom 12/8/1921, died 
8/28/2001. Eunice then married Troy Edward Ramsey, bom 1899, died 
1961—they had at least 1 child. 

5. Margaret (Maggie) Belle (called Belle) Dawson, bom February 2, 1871, 
died June 9,1938 of a heart attack. On May 11,1892, she married 
William Morris Presson, Jr., bom March 7, 1872, died February 11, 1943. 

Their children: 

a. Claude Presson 9/27/1894 -10/26/1965 

b. Robert Presson 3/27/1897 - 10/24/1966 

c. Mary Elizabeth Presson 9/17/1899 -1988 

d. Emma Presson 5/9/1904 - Jan. 1993 

(See Book “Presson’s of York” written by Robert E. White. Page 93 .) 

6. Albert Sidney Dawson, bom January 8, 1867, died 1946. On February 14, 
1894, he married Mary Levenia Ironmonger, bom 1877, died 1960. They 
had four children: 

a. William Stanley Dawson, bom 12/5/1893, died 6/16/1977; married Mollie Bett 
Martin, 7/27/1926; bom 9/27/1893, died 2/19/1987. They had no children. They 
lived in an old house built before their marriage. It was located on what is now 
Old Railway Road. After several years the old house was tom down and they 
built a new ranch style house. The property went across to what is now Jethro 
Lane. The property had been purchased by his father, Albert, from the Moreland 
family. 

b. Lena Dawson , bom February 13, 1898 and died May 21, 1918. She married 
Linwood Miller. (**From Lena’s nephew, Johnny Dawson-Linwood and Lena 
lived in Norfolk. Calvin Davis and Linwood went out to get some ice cream. He 
brought some back to Lena. There was something in the ice cream—maybe glaze 
from the freezer!!! Lena was poisoned and died). They had a baby boy, Linwood, 
Jr., bom February 17, 1918 and died June 7,1918. They are buried at Providence 
beside her mother-in-law, Emma Miller. 

c. Sidney Wallace Dawson, bom June 30, 1903, died November 21, 1981. He 
married Ametia Landing from Isle of Wight and they had five children: 

1. Arlene Dawson Stratton Pollard Connell was elected several times as 
Treasurer of York County. 

2. Infant son died. 
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3. Sidney Wallace, Jr. worked for AT & T, married Bonnie Pierce. 

4. Mary Lee, a nurse. See Ironmonger & Connections 

5. Virginia Dare Sekula, a teacher. By Elizabeth Ironmonger, page 318-320 

d. John Waverlv Dawson (Johnny), bom June 17, 1915 and died 8/18/2002. He 
married Myrtle Clements from Gloucester County. They had 2 daughters: 
Christine married Travis Latham and Patricia married Gavin Duncan. Both of 
these are worthy of good comments. Grew up as “lovely ladies” and a credit to 
their family. Both are teachers. 

(Information from the “ Albert Dawson Family Bible ’’ has been used by family 
historians—very helpful) 

End of information regarding 4 lh Tennis Child 


5. The 5 th child of Richard Tennis and Ann Brittingham Tennis was Richard 
Franklin Tennis . bom February 7, 1834—said Rachael Tomlinson (her ancestor) 
but Bible has September 2, 1834; he died April 6, 1869 in York County. In 1856, 
he married Mary Hansford Kerby, daughter of Benjamin Hansford Kerby, bom 
1805; and Sarah Frances Wade bom March 31, 1839 and died October 20, 1894. 
Their children: 

a. Franklin Tennis. 

b. Sarah Frances Tennis, died in infancy. 

c. Frederick Lee Tennis, bom January 23, 1864; died March 23, 1946, buried 

at Lebanon Christian Church, Lee Hall. He married in 1891—Lillian Mae 

Fitchett, bom January 27, 1899 and died April 20, 1938. They had 7 children. 

(1) Lillian Hazel Howard Tennis, married George Leroy Hollingswoth in 

New York 19_. 

(2) Frederick Harvey Tennis, a twin to Lillian; he died 1957. 

(3) Virginia Tennis married John Reid in Williamsburg. 

(4) Willys Tennis married_Taft and lived in New England. 

(5) Fitchell Tennis. 

(6) Andrew Jackson Tennis. 

(7) Dorothea Tennis married Rev. Kenneth Gould of Pennsylvania. 

d. Sarah Ida Tennis married Edward Danial Tomlinson, only child of Dr. 

Robert V. Tomlinson and Rachael Elizabeth Phillips Tomlinson of 

Springfield, Ohio. Their children: 

(1) Robert Leon Tomlinson (5) from November 8, 1885, died 1916, in 
Chicago, Ill. 

(2) Ruth Ida Tomlinson, bom July 2, 1893, married Roy A. Watkins from 
Indiana and lived in Kansas. 

(3) Rachael Leon Tomlinson, bom November 25, 1890 died January 3, 
1973, married Lee V. Powers of Maryland. No children. In late life 
she lived in Phoebus near a cousin and she gave all of this information 
to me. She died in Grant’s Pass, Oregon. She became blind before 
she died in Oregon and church friends, ministered to her. She 
corresponded even then with me. (Thelma Hansford) 
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e. Annie Mary Tennis married 1 st William Snow of Phoebus; 2 nd Napoleon B. 
Post of New Jersey. There were 6 children: 

1. Percival Snow. 

2. Robert Snow bom 1889, Mayor of Phoebus. 

3. Lloyd Snow died in childhood. 

4. Raymond Snow. 

5. Arveretta Post died an infant. 

6. Gladys Virginia Post married Charles Edwin Krantz of Hampton. 

6. Mary Ann Elizer Tennis, bom October 3, 1836, died in childhood (not mentioned 
in the lawsuit. 

7. John A. Tennis , oldest son according to the Court order married Isabelle Dawson 
of Charles Parish. The marriage license bears the date May 25, 1844. Mercer 
Morris Burt posted the bond. There was a note from Robert Dawson saying that 
she “was over twenty-one”. Ann Tennis Burt wrote a note stating that she was the 
young groom’s mother and Mercer Burt was his guardian. 

Isabelle Dawson Tennis was known as Bella . She was bom 1823 and died 1885. 

There were six children and after the birth of the first child, the family moved to Iowa 

in 1849. 

(That statement calls to mind a common occurrence then. Age 21 years was the voting 
age indicating fully adult. It was said that a person would write the figures 21 on a slip of 
paper and place it inside his/her shoe; thus being “over 21”) 

8. Margaret Tennis married Robert Howard before 1850 lawsuit (From Thelma 
Hansford file on Tennis). 


Robert <7) Howard (Thomas (6) Calthorpe Howard; Edward (5) Calthorpe Howard; 

Henry (4) ; Francis (3) ; Henry (2) ; John ( ' 5 Howard) lived in York County where he had a 
deed dated March 19, 1839 between himself and F. B. Power, Commissioner ( York Deed 
Book 10, page 279) . On February 19, 1844 he got another parcel of land from George 
W. Southall, Trustee Commissioner ( York Deed Book 14 . page 19). In 1866 he 
purchased five acres from John Robins and others ( York Deed Book 16. page 612) . He 
was buried in Oakland Cemetery in Hampton. Stone shows that he died August 18, 1870. 
There were children for his tombstone shows “Father”. (See Howard bv HansfordJ . 











REFERENCE GREEN AND HALL FAMILY: 

For additional information regarding the Green and Hall family, John Franklin 
Green, Jr. has written a booklet entitled: The Green Family of York Countv. 
Virginia 1816-2002. Mrs. Hansford provided some of the information. 

The Civil War, in its destruction, left the large farms in poor condition. The stray 
animals and livestock had been stolen and with the surrender, the residents had to find 
other means for their livelihood. Many men became waterman of various kinds. As for 
the land, all that was needed was a few acres for a vegetable garden and a crop of com to 
feed the swine and fowl. So small sections of large farms became small farms for other 
people. 

By, or not long before, 1870 (census) three Green brothers purchased land in Dare on 
Chisman’s Creek. In Gloucester, Mathews, and even Middlesex Counties, one will find 
Green or families. (Death certificates will show place of birth for these men) 

The John Hall who married into the Lewis Hansford family was a waterman. He was an 
oysterman. There was a small cottage on the large farm between the present Waterview 
Road and Back Creek Road entering Seaford. (The Refinery has all of that area now. 
That would have been at the head of Back Creek—a waterway.) As I walked that road 
with my mother enroute to Wormley’s Creek and my grandparent’s home, we would 
often say, “That’s where Mrs. Hall lived”. That was home to them before son John Hall 
and Sarah moved to Warwick County where he was closer to the oyster rocks. 


PATRICK’S CREEK AREA: 

I know very little about the people who lived on Patrick’s Creek, mainly, Charles ’ and 
Patrick’s later Burcher’s . I do know that Charles Burcher and Sarah (Sally) Wray/Ray 
Burcher moved there after their house had been confiscated for the watershed for 
Harwood’s Reservoir. They lived in a large dwelling right on Patrick’s Creek. “Cousin 
Sally” was Neva Burcher Brooks and Bonnie Brooks Karwac grandmother and great¬ 
grandmother. On the lane—Burcher Road—**(now called Patrick’s Creek Road) 
grandsons have homes and families. Nearby **(at end for what is now Charles Road) 
was George Buchanan’s” dwelling, Neva Burcher was his second wife. (She was a 
daughter of Cousins’ Charles and Sally Burcher (the kinship between me and them came 
through my grandmother, Fannie Bett Winder Hogg). 

George Buchanan had a daughter, Maud Buchanan, by his first wife. Then he married a 
third time, Mary Rebecca Diggs Moore, widow of James Clyde Moore. Rebecca Dale 
Buchanan was bom, February 26, 1940, to George and Mary Buchanan. **She married 
first, Robert Talmadge Smith—had Robert Talmadge, Jr. and Michael Dale Smith. 
Secondly, married Rod Doan. 

Clyde and Mary Diggs Moore had one child, Avoline, **bom 10/15/1930, died 
9/23/1999. She married George S. Forrest in 1950 and they had **five children: Steve, 
Jr. bom July 6, 1951 died March 3, 1973; Audrey Dale Forrest, bom March 20, 1953 
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died_2003; Linda Ruth Forrest, bom December 13, 1956; Clyde Henry Forrest, bom 

March 26, 1960; Catherine Ann, bom May 19, 1966. (See Ancestry and Descendants of 
Peter B. Smith, by Robert E. White, page 85 . Avoline inherited the home place from her 
mother. She and George lived in the Buchanan home place, which is located at the end 
of Charles Road, on Patrick’s Creek. ( Ref. Thomas James by Ironmonger, page 2411 


CHARLES: 

The Charles name appeared early on York County Court records but from 1750 to 1795, 
this writer found no reference to a Charles individual. In Warwick County, one Kemp (4) 
Charles left a will probated 1782 in which he named nine children and his wife, Martha. 
Later, another Kemp <5) Charles (called “senior”) wrote his will dated 1819 and it was 
probated 1823 in York County. (He was the second son of Kemp and Martha Charles.) 
He had married twice: first to Elizabeth Tabb . a daughter of Edward Tabb of York 
County and Margaret Howard Tabb. It might be interesting to deviate here and explain 
just who Elizabeth Tabb was for wives do compliment their husbands. 

Henry (2) Haywood/Howard left to his son Henry (3) the home plantation 250 acres and 
210 acres adjoining it (that was on south side of Poquoson River). 

To his son Francis/Frank Haywood/Howard the plantation “Miray’s Land”. 

To son William Haywood/Howard all that neck of land I purchased from Hawkins Reade 
466 acres. 







Later, his will was recorded in Yorktown and excerpts follow: “John Cosby of Hampton 
Parish, sick but of perfect memory—-Praise be to God—-three sons: Charles, John, and 
James Cosby and two daughters, Margaret and Sarah— (a copy was attested to by T. T. 
Hudgins, Clerk of York Court, January 18, 1911). 

He was granted 760 acres in 1656 on Mattaponi River, which merged, with Pamunkey 
River from York River ( Ref: Nugent Cavaliers and Pioneers. Patent Book 4, page 335V 

Another 1000 acres and 800 acres on south side of the Mattaponi River became his (ibid). 

There were three sons: Charles (3) John (3) James (3) and five daughters. 

John (3> Cosby and Sarah Sebrell married 1714; had four sons: Charles (4) Cosby who was 
a business man in Williamsburg and a son, William (5> Cosby bom, ca. 1717, was 
occupied in merchandising in Williamsburg—a busy capital at the times; James <6) Cosby 
bom ca. 1749 continued the business but he also purchased land out in York County. 

First, he acquired 35 acres from Roby Williams, 1780, and then he added 55 acres that 
bounded it. So he operated two moneymaking enterprises. Records do not show whom 
he married but he died unexpectedly leaving children: son Mark (7) Cosby continued the 
town business and attended to the farm. Son, John <7) Cosby chose Robert Patrick as his 
guardian , June 17, 1788 ( York County Guardians Accounts'! . Nowhere is there a name 
given for the wife of James (6) Cosby; since the minor son chose Mr. Patrick, it seems 
reasonable to assume that he was a relative, maybe an uncle. At that same point, in time, 
Elizabeth Cosby, spinster and Kemp Charles posted bond for marriage license at York 
County Courthouse, May 28, 1788. 


To son John Haywood/Howard land I bought of Col. John Smith, Esq., 550 acres and to 
the four sons-together-a parcel of wood land, 100 odd acres, that I bought with the mill of 
Mathew Jones to furnish the mill and timber for repairing the mill and land I bought in 
the swamp. 

(Note the Haywood/Howard Mill—also Hawkins Reade, who had intermarried with 
Sheild and land on north side of Poquoson River.) 

Elizabeth Moss Howard (widow) married_Tabb and Edward Tabb was their son. 

She left a will dated November 23, 1731 and she bequeathed to son Edward Tabb “all 
that tract of land I bought of Thomas Bell called “White Ridge”. 

(The Howard’s who lived on Dare Road are of this same family) 

This is the family into which Kemp Charles intermarried. 

His second marriage also was with a lady from the long-standing Cosby family of 
York/Hampton Parish (up the County) where she had lived. The marriage bond for 
Kemp Charles to marry Elizabeth Cosbv is dated May 28, 1788 (York County Marriage 
Records .) 

Charles (1) Cosbv was a son of Alexander Cosby and Mary Loftus. a daughter of Adam 
Loftus, D.D. of Trinity College, Cambridge, England. Their son John (2) Cosby migrated 
to Virginia and left a will dated March 1696. 
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(The name Loftus became a “family name” in Dare area of York County.) 

Kemp (5) Charles II, continuing (second son of Kemp (4) and Martha) at first lived in 
Warwick County but now land is made available for his use. York County Land Books 
1810 and 1847 indicates ownership of 50 'A acres bounded on the north by the estate of 
John Gayle; west by the estate of Edmund Chisman; south by Samuel Sheild; east by the 
estate of John Presson. 

Samuel Sheild is buried in “Piney Point” where Fairfield Drive meets Yorkville Road. 
(That’s where Patrick’s Creek empties into Poquoson River. (Rev.) John Gayle had land 
on Wolf Trap Road and Edmund Chisman’s land extended westward to near Wolf Trap. 
The Davises had purchased their “Tabbs” plantation from Robert Tabb so it appears that 
Kemp Charles had a 50 l A acre strip of land that might have come to him through his first 
marriage. 

The names of slaves allotted to his widow—her third—are on record among York County 
Court records—date being November 10, 1824 ( York County Will Book 11. Page 54) . 

Kemp Charles, Sr., was a Deputy in York County in 1793 and Constable 1805-1809. He 
posted bond regularly. 

His last wife, Elizabeth Cosby Charles died ca. 1827 for her son, William H. Charles, 
took possession of 50 acres after her death. 
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Excerpts from Kemp Charles, Sr.’s will show: he lent to his then wife a life right in the 
home place—a Negro, Dorcas : livestock; household things and “at her death” the 
youngest son could take possession. 

Continuing his will he stated: “I give to my son Lewis Charles the piece of land that I 
purchased from my son Kemp Charles, Jr. -to him and his heirs forever. I give to my son 
Kemp Charles, Jr. the land I lent him. After wife’s death—I give slave, Dorcas, to son 
Thomas Charles; to son John Charles—give $400.00; to daughter Margaret Patrick, 
during her life, a Negro girl named Phoebe, and at her death to my granddaughter, Mary 
Ann Patrick.” 


Finally, the remainder of property not designated for distribution, he left to be “equally 
divided between my son Edward Tabb Charles and Sarah Lester ”. This son, Edward 
Tabb Charles was executor. This was written March 10, 1819 and probated June 17, 
1823. ( York Will Book 10, page 447V 

There were four slaves: Bob, Dorcus, Phoebe, and Ned with a total value of $501.00. 
(Remember the value system then was much lower than now, so they represented much 
wealth.) 

His children are listed below: (all 6 th generation) 

a. Kemp Charles, Jr. 

b. Lewis Charles. 

c. Edward Tabb Charles. 

d. Margaret Charles. 

e. Sarah Charles. 

f. William Charles, bom 1800 (census). 

g. Thomas Charles, bom 1802 (census). 

h. John H. Charles, bom 1804 (census). 

1. Kemp Charles. Jr. married Susanne Carrell of Surry County, 25 January 1814 

(marriage record in Surry County) and they had one son Samuel Carrell Charles, bom 
1814 and died December 25, 1886. His wife was Elizabeth Allen and they had four 
children. 


2. Lewis Charles married and had two daughters when 1810 census was taken. He 
heired the 50 acre tract that his father had purchased from Kemp Charles, Jr. when he 
left York and relocated in Surry. He died before July 1825 when inventory for his 
estate was returned. ( York Will Book 11. page 2431 . He did have a daughter 

3. Edward Tabb Charles named for grandfather, Edward Tabb. He was executor of his 
father’s estate. According to instructions in that will, he was to sell all items not 
specifically allotted to an heir. He complied and that money was divided between 
him and his sister, Sarah Charles Lister. E. T. Charles disappeared from York 
County. 


4. Margaret Charles had already married Clayton Patrick and had a child when her 
father died. June 20, 1825 she qualified to administer her mother’s estate so the first 
wife of Kemp Charles (Elizabeth Tabb) died around that time. Her husband Clayton 
Patrick assisted her. (Loose papers from York County in the Virginia State Library.) 

5. Sarah Charles had likewise married by March 1819. Mr. Lister—(not a York County 
name). She heired money from her father’s estate. 
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6. William H. Charles was a child by second wife. He was bom 1800 (1850 census). 

He married Mary Lindsay , a daughter of Thomas and Ann Lindsay, who lived up 
Poquoson River where Quarter March Creek meets the Poquoson River. William H. 
Charles died June 7, 1857. They had three children: 

(1) Kemp <7) Charles bom 1821. 

(2) William (7) Thomas Charles. 

(3) Mary (7) (Mollie) Charles. 

These are the Charles who remained in Dare and the Patrick’s Creek area of that 
community. 

(1) Kemp (7) Charles bom September 11,1821, married Hester Ann Davis in 1846. 
They had 9 children and they lived right on Patrick’s Creek—the west side. Both 
are buried in the cemetery at Providence UMW and their tombstones show: Kemp 
Charles bom September 11, 1821 died November 11,1898. Her stone shows bom 
November 4, 1824 died March 15, 1893. Their children: 


a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g- 

h. 

i. 


Thomas William Charles bom November 8, 1847, died an infant 


Beuna Vista Charles 
Lucy Frances Charles 
Sadelia A. Charles 
John Kemp Charles 
Hester Frances Charles 
Seth Thomas Charles 
William Wesley Charles 
Thomas Benton Charles 


bom May 20, 1849 
bom April 24, 1851 
bom December 11, 1853 
bom January 1, 1856 
bom March 5, 1858 
bom October 27, 1860 
born September 5, 1863 
born November 21,1865 


(From Kemp Charles Bible—Mrs. Sadelia Foster had the Bible and Mrs. 

Elizabeth (Bessie) Ironmonger copied all family records from it. T.H.) 

(2) William Thomas (7> Charles bom 1831 died 1910. He married Mary Ellen Wilson 

in 1856. The had six children: 

a. William James <8) Charles bom June 13, 1857, married Cora Davis Powell, a 
widow. They had two children. They lived in Hampton. 

b. John Willis <8) Charles bom_died March 11,1881, never married 

c. Martha (8) Ann Charles was bom February 7, 1862. She married James 
Ironmonger from Seaford. They lived on Back Creek at Shirley Road and had 
four children. She was buried at Providence UMC while her husband and 
three children are interred in the cemetery at Zion UMC. Her youngest child 
William James Ironmonger, bom April 1, 1902, is buried beside her mother. 
He never married. 

d. Edward Thomas |8> Charles bom November 26, 1864 died 1944, never 
married. 


(I knew him as “Cousin Eddie Charles” and he lived alone on Lakeside Drive. Mary 
Winder Crane purchased his cottage, which bounded Winder Farm. I called all of them 
cousin - all kinsmen through Lindsay Family. T. H. family.) 
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The Johnson’s—two families—had/have homes on Poquoson River at end of Dare Road. 


(3) Mary (7 ) (Mollie) E. Charles (William <6) , Kemp (5) , Kemp (4) , Thomas (3) Thomas 

(2) Henry (l) , was bom December 6, 1834 (tombstone_Grafton Disciples of 

Christ Church) She married Mr. Miles Burcher, bom November 11, 1835 and he 
died November 26, 1907; she died April 10, 1905. They had eight children. (The 
oldest Charles Lewis Burcher married Sarah (Sally) Ray/Wray) 

When the Old Dominion Land Company needed a “water shed” for the Howard/Harwood 
Reservoir, this Burcher family was among the neighbors who had to relocate. They 
purchased a good size farm in Dare on Patrick's Creek—it “runs in my mind that it was 
the Kemp Charles farm. They had to move from a farm that was near the “Kentucky 
Farm” that was located on what is now Oriana Road. During W.W. I, I rode with my 
parents to the Burcher home on then Brick Church Road. A big two-story house with a 
large porch. It faced the field, for Kentucky Farm had a long lane off Oriana Road. This 
Burcher home was near the abandoned home of Dr. Powell. 

Howard Burcher told me how he saw people destroy the Bolivar Sheild family graveyard 
just across from the Burcher home. He also told me about the Charles/Moreland 
graveyard on north side of present Denbigh Boulevard. I went to it one Sunday afternoon. 
There is a deed for that graveyard among York Records - even a plot. (Charles 
graveyard) 

A son, Howard Burcher and wife, Alleyne Gwyn Burcher (from Mathews County), 
remained in his parent’s home but I think a large different house replaced the Kemp 
Charles house. As I wrote before, Mr. Alex Gaines family lived where Allen Foster and 
Sadelia Charles Foster had dwelled. After the Foster children left for their own homes 
“Miss Sadelia” came to Seaford and lived with her son, Mr. Kemp Foster and my 
“Cousin Lillian Foster”. She had a flock of hens all her own and I, as a young married 
woman bought hen eggs from her to put in a nest under a “setting hen”. She was interred 
in Providence UMC Cemetery. 

Before Lakeside Drive was cut through the Winder farm (“Great Gibbons”) the main 
road made a right angle turn at the southeast comer of the Ed Winder farm; went the 
length of a city block and made another right angle turn to the east and merged with main 
road (then Lakeside Dr.). Had the old road continued east, it would have been on what is 
now Charles Road. 

Yorkville Road was cut through the Winder field when Mr. Chapin developed Piney 
Point into homes for upper middle class families. Prior to then, the old road (main road 
then) had Yorkville entrance to Piney Point when Sheild-Howard’s-Winders lived down 
there. 

When men left the farms for employment in shipyard and other factory type work, new 
families, leaving the cities, purchased waterfront land for quiet and scenic home sites. 

The Hadden family chose a farm on Charles Road. What Charles had lived there before 
the Hadden purchase? (**John Smith Womom lived there just before the Hadden’s 
purchased it) 

Over on Cheesman/Chisman’s Creek, the Nordstrom family became occupants in the 
Arthur White house and field. 
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The William Colonna family as did the Wilson family lived on what is now Old Lakeside 
Drive. There is some kinship with the Wainwright family. 


On Link Road—one may find: 

A Gibbs family—Margaret Gibbs Rowe was a County school bus driver many years; was 
featured in newspaper for her commendable service. 

Tony Gabriel—comedy editor at Daily Press with weekly column 

Persons from or in Dare known for public service: 

Coleman Green—County Board of Supervisor 

John Smith—same office many years—represented Grafton District 

Dr. Paul Womom—practiced in Hampton General Hospital 

Rev. Herman Womom—his oldest brother—Methodist minister in New York 

Rev. Percy White—Methodist minister 

Rev. John French White—Methodist minister 

Cowles Hogge—instrumental in Lions Club being organized 

Linwood Burcher—a banker 

Neva Burcher Brooks—public school teacher 

Delia (Vandelia) Green Morgan—public school teacher 

Alleyne Gwyn from Mathews—came to Dare to teach—married Howard Burcher. For 
years married women were not allowed to teach. During WWII when there was a 
shortage of teachers, married women taught. “Miss Alylene started teaching and even 
served as Principal of Dare-Grafton Elementary School. 

Alice Green (married George Wilson) taught in Seaford Elementary School-retired from 
staff at York High School. 

Margaret Green (married_Phillips) taught in Seaford Elementary School. 

Mr. Benton Charles attended the College of William and Mary. He became 
Superintendent of Instruction for Warwick and York Counties. Later the B. C. Charles 
Elementary School in Newport News was named for him. 

Myrtle & Johnny Dawson 2 daughters became educators 

Bonnie Brooks Karwac—Chairperson, York County Historical Committee 

Sheild men in Virginia General Assembly 

Clarence Green—head cashier at Yorktown Bank 

Susan Brewer—in banking 

Timothy Smith—teacher—Civil War enactor—works at Smith’s Marine Railway 
Lillian Smith—York County Registrant 
Rev. Benjamin Watson, Methodist minister 

Mr. D. D. White was elected York County Sheriff " 

Many residents had responsible leadership and supervisory positions in Newport News 
Shipyard. 
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The twentieth century brought changes to the lovely and pristine community. The virgin 
forests are being cut in order for housing developments to replace them. First was 
“Brandywine”, “Barcroft”, “Mill Cove” that Harry Copley developed on the Davis and 
Jethro White farmland; “Seven Holly’s”, “Ship Point”, “Millside”, and “Lakes at Dare”. 

To facilitate these home sites more of nature’s beauty has been disturbed in order to lay 
lines for water and public sanitation systems. 

The Smith Marine Railway—a widely known facility for over a century (1842) has 
almost been obliterated by the construction of a yacht basin—Dare Marina. It is still 
being operated by K. T. Smith, Jr. & Sons. 

And so change continues but people are prosperous and happy. 

The Fish Neck/Dare Post Office (name changed to Dare ca. 1904) has been replaced with 
home delivery of the mail. Instead of the old name, mail is dispatched as “Grafton or 
Yorktown”, Va. 23692. 

The general merchandise stores at the cross roads are closed with the exception of one 
convenience business. Both Dare Road and Lakeside Drive lead to shopping centers on 
George Washington Highway. For the convenience of the Dare residents, there are 
entrances from each road. Shopping is available for the neat section of York County 
once known as Fish Neck, then Dare, and now Yorktown. 


Comments by an aged native—-already 92 years old.July 2002 

THELMA IRONMONGER HANSFORD 


** Inserted by Delma Presson Bristow. 



WAIN WRIGHT FAMILY 

During the early years of the 1800’s, several families relocated to York County from the 
Eastern Shore. One of those families was the Wainwright family. Around 1800, John 
Wainwright moved from Somerset Court, Maryland, to the Poquoson section of York 
County. John had three sons. John, Evans, and Jesse Wainwright. 

John married Dorothea Messick and moved to the area of what is now the Showalter 
Road area of York County. John and Dorothea are buried at Providence Church in Dare. 
John and Dorothea had seven children: 

1. Mary Polly Wainwright - she was bom 1828, married William D. Watson, and died 
April 8,1863. They had 3 children. 

a. Reverend Benjamin F. Watson - bom October 25, 1853 and died April 12, 
1950. 

b. John Henry Watson - bom November 28, 1856, died August 26,1920. 

c. Preston Curtis Wainwright - bom November 29,1858 and died March 4, 
1929. 

2. Jesse Curtis Wainwright - he was bom January 27, 1831, married Martha Lawson, he 
died November 9, 18.58. They had seven children: 

a. Virginia E. Wainwright 

b. George Curtis Wainwright - George “Curt” Wainwright owned a wharf at 
the end of Dare Road and brought in many boats and barges that shipped 
local crops and wares to places like Baltimore and Norfolk. 

c. William S. Wainwright 

d. Elizabeth “Betty” Wainwright 

e. Unknown 

f. Jacob Irving Wainwright 

g. Martha E. Wainwright 

3. Elizabeth A. Wainwright bom 1837. 

4. Margaret Wainwright - she was bom December 10, 1843, married John Powell, and 
she died March 24,1869. They had 2 children: 

a. Rebecca Powell 

b. Mary L. Powell 

5. Elmira Wainwright bom July 26, 1844, married Josiah Evans; she died March 17, 

1882. they lived on the Wainwright tract located on what is now Showalter Road. 
They had one child: 

J 

a. Jesse Curtis Evans 

6. John Wesley Wainwright, bom August 23,1848 and died November 26,1906. He 
married Rebecca S. Smith, daughter of John P. Smith and Elizabeth Presson (see 
Ancestry and Descendents of Peter B, Smith by Robert E. White ). John and Rebecca 




Wainwright first lived in the Calthropes Neck Area. She wanted to be near her family 
at Smith’s Railway and they moved to an area off of what is now Yorkville Road. 

John was a waterman and later an oyster inspector. They had seven children: 

a. William Franklin Wainwright bom July 17,1871 and died June 1, 
1954. “Willie” was a schooner captain and sold his boat in the 
early 1900’s and bought a parcel of property from Margaret 
Phillips. The property was in lower Dare now known as Holly 
Point. He and Hester Elizabeth “Bessie” Womom eloped to 
Elizabeth City, NC and married in 1905. He was a truck farmer in 
the summer and oystered in the winter. They had one child. Beulah 
Womom Wainwright. Beulah married Coleman Green and the 
farm is still in the Green Family and crops are still grown there. 

b. John Wesley Wainwright 

c. Catherine B. Wainwright 

d. Edward Floyd Wainwright. Floyd Wainwright spent most of his 
life in Dare. He never married. He lived to be 98 years old and died 
in 1979. He worked in a circus in Maryland and worked as a 
security guard for George Curt Wainwright’s oyster grounds. He 
also worked many years for VEPCO. 

e. George Milton Wainwright. 

f. Harry DeWitt Wainwright. Rob Wainwright worked as a waterman 
and is considered the first one to use modem crab pots in local 
waters. 

7. William Thomas Wainwright was bom March 11,1850, married Mary E. Clarke, he 
died September 22, 1945. “Capt. Billy” Wainwright owned Wainwright’s store in 
Grafton. This store was passed to his, Henderson “Hennie” Wainwright and remained in 
business until 1979. Wainwright’s Store continues to be a York County Landmark. 


GREEN FAMILY 

1. One of the families that are associated with Dare is the Green family. The Greens 
descend from Lewis Green, who moved in York County from Gloucester County in 
1816. Lewis Green had five children: 

a. Rebecca Green 

b. Jane Green 

c. John Green 

d. Louisa Green 

e. Peter Green 



Little is known about the girls, but there is information of John and Peter. John Green 
was bom April 21, 1828 and died November 17, 1862. He married Virginia Davis. She 
was the daughter of Thomas Davis Jr. and Sandelia Miller Davis. The Davis family was 
originally from Mathews County and moved to York County in the 1840’s. 

John and Virginia were married January 18, 1858. They had one daughter: Hester F. 
Green. She married January 18, 1858. They had one daughter Hester F. Green. She 
married John W. Provoo and they moved from the area. Many of Hester’s descendants 
ended up in California. I have been fortunate enough to correspond with George W. 
Provoo of the San Francisco area. 

John Green served in the Civil War with the 32 nd Virginia Infantry. He was wounded at 
the Battle of Sharpsburg and died of pneumonia on November 17,1862 in Farmville, 

VA. 

Peter Green was bom on November 14, 1834 in York County, VA and died October 14, 
1905. He married Vandelia Davis on June 18,1859. She was the sister of Virginia Davis 
and younger child of Thomas and Sandelia Davis. 

Peter and Vandelia lived in a house that was in the area of what is now Millside Way, 
which is in the area of Allen’s Mill Road. They were living there when the Civil War 
began. Peter left his work as an inland sailor and joined the Confederate Army. He served 
with the 1 st Peninsula Artillery and when this unit disbanded, he served with the Bedford 
Light Artillery. He was in the battles of Lee’s Mill, Second Manassas, Fredricksburg, 
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. A Union shell seriously wounded him at the second day 
of Gettysburg. Peter spent many weeks in Chimbrazo Hospital in Richmond before 
coming home. As the result of his injuries at Gettysburg, Peter Green walked with a limp 
for the remainder of his life. In 1874, Peter Green bought property on what is now 
Railway Road. Much of this property still remains in the Green family. Peter and 
Vandelia had seven children: 

a. Mary Ann Green bom January 3, 1860 and died February 3, 1888. She 
married William Hall and had three children. 

b. Bessie Lee Hall bom March 30, 1883, died December 1,1982. 

c. Mary Louisa Hall, bom October 9,1884. 

d. John Henry Hall bom March 9, 1887, died August 25, 1966. 

2. John Kemp Green bom January 1, 1865 died December 14, 1945. He married Diana 
Hopkins Todd. They had one child. 

a. Coleman Ashby Green bom May 19, 1908 died December 5,1963. He married 
Beulah Wainwright and had three children. Coleman worked at the shipyard, haul 
seined with Otway Moore and operated his own plumbing business. He operated a 
store at the intersection of Lakeside Drive and Route 17. Coleman Green also 
served three terms on the York County Board of Supervisors. 

3. Leonora Green was bom February 22, 1867 and died November 17,1877. 

4. Sarah Elizabeth Green bom December 25,1869 died November 19,1959. She married 
Humphrey Dawson and moved to Dandy. They had seven children: 






a. Luther Dawson 

b. Mary Lee Dawson 

c. Cosmos Madeline Dawson 

d. Clara Virginia Dawson 

e. Isabel Vandelia Dawson 

f. Albert Peterson Dawson 

g. Kermit Billups Dawson 

5. Alice Virginia Green bom January 1,1871 died April 13, 1936. She married Mordecai 
White and moved to the White’s Land area of Seaford. They had eight children: 

a. Floyd Diego White. Floyd White was killed in World War I. 

b. Bertha White 

c. Herman White 

d. Alleyne White 

e. Edith White 

f. Harry Lee White 

g. Mildred White 

h. Archie Milton White 

6. Peter Peterson Green bom March 20, 1875 died June 9, 1957. He married Annie 
Ironmonger. They had eight children: 

a. Clarence Odell Green 

b. Mary Lorene Green 

c. Vandelia Green 

d. Beulah Wallace Green 

e. Earnest Edward Green 

f. Emma Lee Green 

g. Eldridge Powell Green 

h. Audrey Pauline Green 

7. Thomas Franklin Green, bom June 21,1878, died May 7, 1951. Tom Green married 
Lucy Catherine Wroton. They had 10 children: 

a. Lucy Maynard Green 

b. Alice Delia Green 

c. Thomas Calvin Green. Calvin Green owned and operated T. C. Green Eggs. This 
business employed several generations of the Green family and was a Dare landmark 
for many years. 

d. Odell Green 

e. Margaret Estelle Green 

f. Laura Catherine Green 

g. William S. “Purdy” Green 

h. Marvin Green J 

i. Linda May Green 

j. Irving Leland Green. 

The Green family has been involved in many ways in history of Dare. They were 
farmers, watermen, shipbuilders, plumbers, barbers and storekeepers. Many members of 
the Green family still live in Dare. 

Frank Green 
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